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EDITORIAL 

Your Tasmanian Ancestrv has arrived and it has a new appearance. This has come 
about through the purchase of a computer by the State Executi ve just fo r Tasmanian 
Ancestrv production. Our Printers also have new computerised typesetting equipment 
which can accept the output from our own computer. 

Because of the new computer. the Journal Committee can accept anic les on either 3.5 
or 5.25 inch IBM format disc using WORD. WORDST AR. GALAXY or ASCII file . A 
hard copy with the filename clearly at the top must accompany your disc [which bears 
your name]. This method should cut down the typos .. our computer still makes"'. 

Of course anicles for the journal from contributors who do not ha\ e a computer are still 
most welcome; (no long li sts though please]. 

ldeasforachangeof coverarestill comingin. This rrorosal has r roduccd som e 
interesting offerings. Two more are in thi s issue. Also \\·e ha\'e a marvell ous anicle by 
Lilian Watson about the records of the Colonial Secretary 's Offi ce: how to use the 
index and records, how to interpret and use the information and to where it can lead. 
The anicle is a must. 

As family historians 1 am sure we arc all grateful to the original makers of the records 
and those who have guarded them so carefull y so that 200 years later they are still in 
existence and there is the means to study them through modern technology. It makes 
one wonder how others in I 00 years time are going to consider our di sposable/throw-
away generation. 

Another fine anicle has been reprinted. with permission, from the Cornwall F.H.S. 
Journal. Thi s is .. People Count .. and is essential reading for those researching in 
England. 

The Constitution. now called .. The Rules"", is included as an insen in this issue. The 
Rules were adopted at a Special State Meeting and now we have to consider the By-
laws which are a vit a l part of the conduct of the Society. Branch librari es and 
secretaries have copies of the By- Laws for members. Please send your thoughts and 
amendments to the State Secretary as soon as possible. 

I have dyed my white Congress jumper BL UEi! The sleeves kert getting filth y, now 
the din doesn ' t show as much. For those who feel white is just not their colour. just one 
knob of dye will make all the diffe rence. It will help sales too. 

Jenny Gill 

Associate Editor 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Constituti on - At last a simplifi ed, condensed and workable constituti on, to be now 
known as " Rules" was endorsed at a Special General Meeting in February - a copy is 
enclosed with thi s Journal. 

Name Change - Due to the seri ous impact of any decision on this subject, it has been 
decided to adjourn this item to the Annual General Meeting in 1993. In the meantime I 
encourage members to have their say by writin g to Name Change, GST Inc., PO Box 
60, Prospect 7250. 

St. Catherines House Records - mi xed feelings have been expressed on the housing of 
these records, thus a delay in the decision to purchase. Members were asked in the 
March journal to indicate their wi shes to the Executi ve. Hopefull y your executi ve shall 
be able to come to sati sfactory decision based on responses from members. 

VDL Herit age Index - Vo lume 3 -work continues on thi s index and the printing of this 
volume in an improved format is expected shortl y. Indi vidual entries to this project are 
now closed and data to fill Vo lumes 4 and 5 is being processed. 

Congress Members Interests ( 1991) have now been completed, and are available for 
purchase - coss $11 .00 including post.age from the GST Inc. The Members Interest li st 
( 1991) is also now avail able for purchase. 

Journal Cover - Printed in the March journal and this one are examples of journal cover 
suggesti ons received from members. A decision on the journal cover is yet to be made 
and members are stil l being ask to submit and have their say - please take thi s 
opportunity to do so. 

One can find a wealth of informati on about the Society by reading back issues of the 
Journal. Thi s I have been doing over the past few months and share the foll owing 
in formati on. 

The fir st journa l o f our Society was published in June 1980 and membership in 
September 1980 was approx imately 160. How quickl y we have grown - March 1981 -
267, December 1983 over 500, March 1985 - 639, March 1987 - 911 , March 1989 -
1,043 and March 1991 - 1.250 

Launceston Branch was fo rmed at a meeting on 4th November 1980, Burnie Branch on 
9th December 1980, Devonport Branch on 30th .July 1981 and Huonvill e Branch 7th 
May 1984. 

The fir st State-wide Annual Council Meeting was he!d in Campbell Town on 5th June 
1982 and the fo ll owing have held the positi on of President since our formation - Mrs. 
Lili an Watson fir st President until 1982 - Mr. John Goold 1982-1983; Mr . Douglas 
Forrest 1983-1986, Mr . Nevill e Jetson 1986 - 1988; Mr. John Grunnell 1988 - 1991. So 
ends my quick trip through the back issues of our Journal. For additional informati on 
on journal arti cles printed see li st in the June 1991 Journal. 

Denise McNeicc 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Transcribing Headstones 

In Tasmanian Ancestrv, March 1992, a paper on Irish Genealogical Sources by Patrick 
Nolan includes a secti on on tombstones. He stresses the necessity to have the sunlight 
shining on the inscribed face and states that it is almost impossible to decipher stones if 
the sun is behind them. I have read this statement elswhere but it is really not correct. 
The advice below will , I hope, be of some help to all those headstone inscribers 
unaware of the method. 

Under back lighting conditions, using a largish mirror (mine is about 12 inches x 8 
inches, and made from an inexpensive mirror off-cut mounted in a strong wooden 
frame) and side lighting the stone has an almost magical effect. Suddenly the invisible 
becomes visible. Even badly worn inscriptions are helped tremendously. The same 
method can be used when the inscripti on faces the sun provided the direct sunli ght is 
kept off the inscripti on by suitable shading. A team of two is best, one to hold the 
mirror to one side, and the second to remain in front and transcribe alt hough otien wi th 
a littl e effort and ingenuity, one can cope alone. An added advantage with the mirror 
method, is that it does not leave chalk marked headstones. 

George Richardson. 

Members' Interests 

Dear Mrs. Bartlett, 

The publication of Members Interests in Tasmanian Ancestrr can be of great 
assistance, but is the heading perhaps misleading when, what seems to be a growing 
proportion, do not include any name(s) being researched'/ 

There were ten such in the March '92 issue, wi th nine more indicating only one name, 
which not only puts the new members at an immediate disadvantage but also could 
have similar effect on establi shed ones. While it can be accepted that some may be 
content with a passive membership, perhaps a more concerted effort should be 
maintained to ensure a better chance for those who join in the hope of obtaining some 
help Bob Wellington 

[Editor's Note: The Members· Interests section is a listing of" the research interests of" 
members when thev.first join the Societ.v. It includes a the names ther have submitted 
on their application .forms (up to six names can he submitted). As manr new memhers 
are only just beginning their research the.v do not know which names the.1· will he 
researching in depth and so do not include an.v names on their .form. Continuing 
members are given the opportunit.v to submit a .fiirther six names each .vear when the.I' 
renew their membership. All names submitted b.v members. both new and renewing, are 
entered on to a computerised database. a printout o/ which is .forwarded to branch 
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lihrari es at quarterlF intervals. Members unahle to consult the li sts in the li braries can 
write requesting the listing to be searched in respect to a particular name. Planning is 
underwav to make the Memhers · Interests li sting available.for sale in the near.fi1ture.} 

Name Change and Journal Cover 

Dear GST Editor, 

Re society name change, if there is o change which does not include the word "Genealogy" then it leaves the way 
open for o group to form o new society using that word (or o variation) and such title witll most definitely be seen 
as a more academic society in the wider genealogical and family history community in Australia and overseas. 

Yours sincerely, Grahame Thom. 

One member proposes that " the name of the Society remain as at present but that any 
Branch that w ishes to do so may include the words 'FAMILY HISTORY UN IT' in 
thei r letter head or title . For example the Hobart Branch would become:- 'TH E 
HOBART FAM IL Y HISTORY UN IT' (a branch of the Genealogical Society of 
Tasmania Inc.)" 

It is also interesting to note that in Nick Vine Hall's book, Tracing yaur Family History there ore only two registered 
associations etc. with "Family History" in their name 

l. Macquarie Family History Foundation 

2. Queensland Family History Society 

Note that Queensland also hove a "Queensland Genealogical Society" which must be very confusing. I personally 
do not think we should change either our name or our Magazine Cover. PW 

In regard to the vari ous reviews of changes in the journal I should lik e to say that I am 
most impressed wit h the new fom1at [Sept. 199 1] proposed for the cover of Tasmanian 
A11cest1T and trust that it wi ll be adopted in due course. JS 

Re name change:- Surely once one hos learned to spell and pronounce the name then no further difficulty arises. 
Re cover change:- p.170 - Mop, neat, clear; p.171 - Too fussy, not clear Re both:- It smacks of "change for 
change' sake" and I vote NO on both issues. I do like the white cover with the maroon printing better than the 
pink and yellow as previously. 

[Edi tor ·s Note:- The suggestion/hr a change in the cover design for the journal arose 
hecause of' comments bF previous editors of' the journal in their Editorials. From the 
Decemher 198 I "Next issue will he larger: 40 pages, and we will need a new cover 
design". the December 1987 issue "We also welcome any ideas or sketches.for a new 
cover .. and in the Septemher 1989 issue "We would also like to change the cover of 
Tasmanian Ancestrv. and are looking.for suitable drawings and photographs.''} 
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MEET THE 

EDITOR 

Born and educated at Smithton, Anne 
has lived in many parts of Tasmania 
since her marriage to a school teacher. 
She has two adult children, both 
currently living in Hobart. While 
living on the West Coast, she enrolled 
at the University of New England, at 
Armidale, NSW, to do a Bachelor of 
Arts by correspondence. Nine years 
later, after many trips to Armidale, she 
graduated with majors in history and 
archaelogy. 

Although Anne has been interested in 
her family history for a long time it 
was not until her husband was transferred to Launceston at the beginning of 1984 that 
she joined the Launceston Branch of the GST. Soon after joining she was asked to take 
on the position of Librarian which she did for a year. Then in 1987 she was approached 
to be responsible for overseeing the production of the Examiner Indexes. This lead to 
her being appointed Publications Officer for the Launceston Branch. The followin g 
year she was appointed Publications Co-ordinator by the State Executive and in 1988 
she was elected a committee member of the State Executive. She was editor of the 
volume of papers published for the Australasian Congress and is currently preparing a 
supplementary volume to this work.She also compiled and edit ed the Society's 
publication local and Family History Sources in Tasmania. She was appointed Editor 
of Tasmanian Ancestry early in 1991. 

When she gets the chance she researches her own and her husband's families. She has 
had more success in tracing her husband's family back to the United Kingdom than her 
own. She is an avid reader of old newspapers and has had some exciting finds in the 
columns of some of the early Tasmanian papers; one great great grandfather wrote 
numerous letters to the Editor. 

Anne is Treasurer for the Oral Hi story Association of Australia (Tamanian Branch) and 
for the Launceston Esk District Scout Association. She is a member of International 
Training in Communication, Launceston Club, an organisation which provides training 
in public speaking and meeting procedures and she has recently joined the Launceston 
Patchworkers and Quilters. She has nearly completed her first quilt ; double bed size 
and all done by hand. This will be a wedding present for her daughter. Any spare time 
Anne has is devoted to cross stitch and tapestry. 
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BRANCH NEWS 

BURNIE 

Chairman: Mi ss V. Dudman (004) 31 1378 
Secretary: Mrs. D. Kidd (004) 35 7349 
Address: PO Box 748, BURNI E, Tasmania 7320 

DEVON PORT 

A/Chairman Mr. M. Smith (004) 25 3756 
Treasurer Mr. P. May (004) 25 4400 
Secretary: Ms H. Harri s (004) 24 4033 
Address: PO Box 587 DEYONPORT, Tasmania 7310 

There was a large attendance of members, both new and old, at the fi rst meeting for 
1992. Peta Callahan. the guest speaker, di splayed a comprehensive range of 
conservati on materi als and spoke in formati vely on their use 

A pressing need for larger and more easil y accessible premises has been addressed with 
the transfer of our Branch Library to Rooms 9, I 0 and 11 on the fir st floor of Day's 
Building. More spacious surroundings will enable monthly meetings to be held there, 
the fir st of which was the Annual General Meeting on the 30 April. Opening hours for 
the library remain the same (see inside back cover). 

Fund raising acti viti es at the end of 1991 were very successful and members hope that 
new ideas will soon be forthcoming to enable them to excel themselves this year, 
especiall y since the expansion of the lib rary will demand greater fin ancial support. 

HOBART 

Chairman: Mr. J. Wall (002) 43 6810 
Secretary: Mrs. J. Leggett (002) 44 2070 
Address: GPO Box 640G, HOBART, Tasmania 7001 

At our fir st meeting for 1992. Mr. Tony Marshall explained the genealogical resources 
of the Tasmaniana Library and the W.L. Crowther Coll ection associated with it in the 
State Library of Tasmania. 

The speaker in March was Mr. Bri an Rieusset. his subject the local and genealogical 
history of the Tasman Peninsula. 

The Annual General meeting of the Branch was held in April. In recent years our 
custom has been to have on this occasion the Chairman of the Branch as speaker on a 
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subject of hi s own choice. This year Mr . Jim Wall chose to speak about Scotti sh 
records. 

Speakers and topics for the remainder of the year include: 
May Mr. Grahame Thom Using Land Department Records 
June Mrs. Lilian Watson UK Records in the late 19th Century. 
July Mrs. Maree Ring Australian Joint Copying Project 
August Mrs. Irene Schaffer & panel Writing a Famil y Hi story 
September Martin Davies Hobart's Hidden Buildings 
October Mr. Grahame Tho111 Beginning Family Research 

The November 111eeting will be the last for the year and again this year it will be a 
"show and tell " evening to which 111embcrs are asked to bring items of interest about 
which they can talk to the meeting. 

Members attending 111onthly meetings of thi s branch now receive a news sheet 
containing matters of pa11icular local interest to supplement the news which appears in 
the journal for the interest l1f 111e111bers outside Hobart 

H UON 

Chairman: Mrs. M. Harriss (002) 66 6259 
Secretary: Mrs. E. Woolley ＨＰＰＲＩＶＶＰＲＶ Ｎｾ＠

Address: PO Box 117. HUONV ILLE. Tasmania 7109 

LAUNCESTON 

Chairman: Mrs. T. Cirunnell (003) J I 2 145 
Secretary: MissJ. Clill (OOJ ) J I 1150 
Address: PO Box 1290. LAUNCESTON. Tas 7250 

Congratulations to Carmel Oates. nee Pill (a former secretary) and husband Sid. on the 
birth of their son Matthew Rennie. Another bud on the famil y tree of first ll ed er 
William Saltmarsh. 

A ft er an initial hiccup regarding a Council permit. our new Library pre111ises arc being 
enj oyed by an eager influ x of researchers. deprived of facilities for a month. An 
enthusiasti c working bee redecorated the li ve room !lat in four days and we now have 
spacious sunny premises reall y conducive to sit1ing down and browsing amongst all the 
written records on offer. Our facilities now allow us to offer tea and coffee making and 
a lunch area for those making a protracted search. A milk bar is located close by for 
those who do not bring their own lunch. 

We have recceived four generous donations to assist in the cost of moving and to 
purchase new material. One of these was fro111 the Page fa111ily reunion co111111it1ce 
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towards fiche from the originating English counties. Other such committees may care 
to follow suit. 

The June meeting will take the fonn of a "For Love or Money" evening conducted by 
Launceston Auctioneer, Kaye Pickett. This should prove a most interesting and 
entertaining evening. Members are asked to bring their family treasures by 7 pm so that 
Kaye can conduct a preliminary assessment of the items while the business meeting is 
Ill progress. 

LIBRARY NOTES 

DEVON PORT 
Recent acquisitions by the library include: 
Microfiche: 

Others 

Fawkner Cemetery Records 
Records ofT.M. Smith. undertaker, Queensland 

The New Genealogical Research Directory 1981 
The National Genealogical Directory 1981 and 1986 
Tracing Family Hi story New Zealand 
International Yitai Records 
In Search of your European Roots 
Sixty large bound volumes of The Examiner 

LAUNCESTON 
The storage facilities at our new library now house the bound copies of The Examiner 
( 1955 - 1976) received from the Examiner newspaper. These will be available on 
request. Also available are bound copies of the Hobart Town Gazette for the sixty years 
beginning 1895. 

Recent acquisitions include the following microfiche:-

lndex to Monumental Inscriptions at Nundah Cemetery, Brisbane. 

English Directories -

June 1992 

Buckinghamshire ( 1877) 
Lancashire ( 1864) 
Lincolnshire ( 1856) 
Shropshire ( 1851) 
Warwickshire ( 1854) 

11 

Cambridgeshire ( 1851) 
Leicestershire ( 1862) 
Nottinghamshire( 1854) 
Staffordshire ( 1851) 
Worcestershire ( 1854) 
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EARLY AUSTRALIAN ANCESTRY? 
Then Search the Colonial Secretary's Office Records. 

Lilian Watson 

You have worked backwards through certificates. civil and church reg isters. 
tombstones and newspaper columns, shipping li sts and convict indexes and almost 
decided that your ancestor's appearance in Tasmania in the 1830s will have to remain a 
mystery. 

There are other records which could be useful. What about the handwritten. numbered 
and filed records from the Office of the Colonial Secretary'' Those held in Tasmania 
and New South Wales Archives have been microtilmed. In Hobart the CSO records of 
both states are available in the Archives Office of Tasmania. Murray Street. The CiST 
Hobart library at Bellerive also has many NSW microtilms which overlap the CSO 
records. In Launceston, the GST library has the microtiche copy of the NSW CSO 
index. 

Researchers li ving outside Tasmania should check with their local State libraries and 
LOS Family Hi story Centres. 

NSW was the only colony on the Eastern part of Australia until Van Diemcn's Land 
became separate in 1825 (They did not even know at fir st that Bass Strait formed a 
natural boundary.) 

Twenty years attcr the colony of New South Wales began. Governor Macquarie tried 
unsuccessfull y to create the position of Colonial Secretary. The British Government 
waited until 1820 to create such an office and then the appointee tried to usurp some of 
the Governor' s powcrl 

In 1825 it was made clear that although all correspondence was to be addressed to the 
Colonial Secretary, he was to have no authority to make decisions on behalf of the 
Governor. 

Though David Collins had previously acted as Governor's Secretary during the first 
settlement of NSW, he saw no need to appoint such a man in Tasmania. Very little 
record of his term of office in Tasmania remains as two gentlemen had a hon tire of the 
papers from Collins ' office the night aticr he suddenly died. Lieutenant-Governor 
Davey served in Tasmania from 1813 to 18 17 without accumulating many records. He 
chose to send most of them home to hi s patron in England. The convict indents did stay 
here. Perhaps you have found them useful. 1-k did have a secretary. Ensign T.A. 
Lascelles who was not officia ll y recognised from NSW. 

By 1820 H.E. Robinson was able to li st hi s secretarial duties: 

signed all tickets-of-leave. 
signed ships' clearances, 
mustered the crews and passengers of ships cleared. 
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attested (certifi ed) Government and General Orders and colonia l appointments, 
mustered the convicts arri v ing from Sydney or England, 
had custody of the convict indents (documents). 

Not all documents have surv ived fr o m thi s peri od , perhaps some records were 
transferred as vari ous Government Departments were formed. 

Lieutenant Governor A rthur was a man who lik ed effi c iency, so from his appointment 
in 1824 he had Captain John Montagu act as Coloni a l Secretary, though he was 
offi c iall y simply Private Secretary to the Governor. He actually served a dual role from 
about the time when Tasmania was separated from NSW .. .June 1825. 

From January 1826 all public correspondence had to be addressed to the Coloni a l 
Secretary. Still there were matters wit h which the Governor dealt more directl y, some 
wi th pri vate people and a lso with the Chief Justice, the Archdeacon and the Attomey-
General. The labori ous writin g of letters and documents in such instances was handled 
by a Private Secretary. 

Separate fil es were kept of the Coloni a l Secretary's records and Governor's Office 
Records. At times simi lar types of in fo rmati on appears in both. 

These bound and loose papers were stored in the Old Treasury buildings until 1890 
the n moved around a bit until they found a home in the basement of the building 
adjacent to Franklin Square. Others were added from the Supreme Court, the Lands and 
Survey Department and the Registrar-General's Department, etc. 

Most of the new Governors began a new file o r records rather than continue the 
numbering system of their predecessor. Just as well or the c lerks would have spent 
much time just writing lengthy numbers. 

An index was made to all of the papers. In heavy leather bound books pages were 
all otted to letters of the alphabet. Under "A" would be li sted all correspondence to or 
from Mr. A tkinson, or the Attorney-General, or re lated to the Apple industry .. . anything 
beginning w ith A. 

If more letters were sent to Mr . Atkinson later, they would be li sted further down the 
page. In the actua l file of documents some earl y letters might be inserted later if they 
were re levant to a continuance of a dispute for instance. 

Which records mi ght help you in obtaining detail s of the history o f your family? 
Letters of recommendati on were often brought from " home" in the hope that generous 
land grants would be fo rthcoming; appli cations for land grants were sent; servants were 
needed, a lso suppli es; appli cati ons for specifi c government positi ons were made in 
writin g; convicts who had served part of their time could apply to have their families 
brought out free, each famil y member would be named. 

Most of the earl y population were convicts and those in charge of them .. Each person 
had to be recorded , names, ages, descripti o ns, sente nces, mi sde meanours and 
eventuall y pardons. 
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In such a new colony maps, sketches of property, buildings and bridges were made; 
Government Orders to Colonists and convicts had to be be prepared; disputes over land 
boundaries were many and had to be settled; fire left helpless families destitute. 

In the printed Index to the NSW CSO records you can see excellent examples of 
records such as Governor Macquarie 's written order for 6 pairs of boots ( 1819); a rent 
receipt 1813; a li st of public buildings to be erected at George Town, Tas., 18 18; a 
return of fines and punishments from Penrith, 1824; a plan of a ship etc. 

Just keep in mind that the Governor was in charge of the whole colony. As Governors 
change from time to time, a written record was a necessity. All settlers, of any station, 
had to relay their requests through the Colonial Secretary to the Governor. 

We would today need to work out which Government department to approach, but the 
departments had to be formed graduall y. Sometimes today I get the impression that 
most Australians expect the Government to answer all their needs. Could this be a 
follow-on from colonial times') 

Among the CSO records of Tasmania 1 have seen a series of letters from a desperate 
woman, the wife of a "gentleman" who spent more time with alcohol than providing 
for his family. She begged for several years before the Governor provided a paid 
position for the 14 year old son who needed to take on the role of family provider. In 
her desperation the woman bared the family situation, leaving a good record of life in 
those times. 

Charles Peters married Susannah Wilson in St Johns Church of England in 1826 and 
they proceeded to raise a large family. Charles apparently had not been christened in 
Tasmania, nor was he li sted in the free arri vals index. He was not a convict. In the 
Tasmanian CSO records (No 8573, but thi s was found to be out of order) thi s 
correspondence was found 

Unto His Excellency Colonel George Arthur 
Lieut Gov. of VD. Land and its Dependencies 

The Memorial o(Charles Peters.fi·eeman 
Householder in Launceston 

Most Respectfi1/lv Sheweth. 

Launceston 
20 Julv 1826 

That Your Memorialist arrived at Hobart Town p er ship 
'" Creenock ", Joshua Richmond. Commander. in the _vear 182 3. 

That your Memorialist after his arri val was for twent.v months in the 
employ of W.N. Cray Esquire at the South Esk River. as overseer: and 
has ever since been doing business on his own account in Launceston. 
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That Four Memorialist has Capital to the extent of Four hundred 
and Eight_\' pounds. as under: 

A House - I 00 pounds: Cattle and Sheep - 130 pounds: Cash - 250 
pounds - 41W pounds 

Which vour Memorialist wishes to /av out in clearing and cultivating 
Land. Rearing Stock etc. etc. 

That _\'our Memoriali st 's character and Capital are allested b_v the 
Gentleman H-!10se signa111re.1· are here11ntn annexed-

Your Memo1:ialis1 not having received anv grant of land since his 
arr i val in the co/0111-. trusts \'011r excell encv will take his case into . . . 

consideration. and allow hirn such an allotment as vour Excellency ma_v 
deem/it.And vow· Memorialist as in du1_1' hound will ever pra_v 

Signed ... Charles Peters 

On the back of the application was the following 

We the undersigned having seen the cash. and valued the propertv 
exhihited to us. hr the Memorialist. Charles Peters. are of the opinion 
that al a 11err modest computation. he is possessed of Four Hundred and 
Eight_\' pounds. 

We a lso heg leave to recommend him to the most fa vourable 
cunsideralion of His Excel/encl' Governor Arthur. he being a man of 
upright principles. and integritv. and highlF deserving the utmost 
indulgence of government. 

(Wrill en at Launceston 20 Julv 21l26) signed Wm Grav: A. ? itton. 
Arch. Thmnson 

I have the honor to certi{v for the information of His Excell encv 
Lieut G1ll'emor Arthur that I beli eve. Memoria/i.1·1 is an honest and 
industri ous man and there/iu·e heg leave to recommend his memor · ·1 to 
afavourahle consideration 

Sgd P. W. Mu ... 

I beg leave /o cerlifi • to His Excel/enc\' Lieut Governor Arthur that I 
believe Memoria/ist to he a man of sober and industrious habits and 
1here/ore recommend his petition to a favourable consideration. 

sgd H. Simpson JP. 

On a separate page -

If the Memoriali.11 has had no land I will approve of 300 acres but 
most (expli ci1/v) on the conditi on of his residing on the land and 
cultivating it . 12 Aug (GA) and initials 
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• 

Then below in another hand .... 

I don 't think that this class a/person should have land granted 

signature very hard to read ( 12 Aug) 

Another note in a different hand -

Neither he nor his relations have had an.1' land 1ha1 I am aware 11( 
(Initiall ed similar to.first note) 

Final note in what appears to be a different hand again -

No order.for land 10 this applicant sgd W.. 

This appears to be rather an unfair rejection of this honest farmer's request especiall y 
as Governor Arthur seemed to approve at fir st. Look, there is one more page - probably 
in C. Peter's handwriting 

La1111ces1on Julr JJ 1826 

Sir. Mar I wke 1he lihen1· of troubling vou 10 hand the enc/used 
Memorial tu His Excell encr the Lieut Governor. and lik e11·ise !he 
accompan.ving let/er 10 Mr. Lakeland. in which I have applied to him/or 
an assig ned ser vant. r our kindness in a11endi11g 10 1his will mus/ 
prohahlv insure m\' .1·11cce.1s in wha1 I have applied .fiJr. and 1ri// he a 
greatfavour conferred 011 .... 

Sir. Your Most Obedienl Humhle Servan/. Charles Pe1er.1· 

(The above had been addressed to Colonel Balfour. 40th Regt. Hobart Town) 

On the back of this letter a note was later added. apparentl y in Gov. Arthur's hand 

"A m I to undersland 1ha1 Col. Balfvur 1101r 1101 reco111111end. 

IJ Aug (CAJ 

So we do not find a record of land granted to Charles Peters this time, he was more 
successful later, but we learn a lot about Charl es' arrival and character etc., as well as 
about Col. Balfour's seeming betrayal of Charles' trust. Finding an example of a n 
ancestor's handwriting is a bonus too. 

Accounts o f conditions on ships to Tasmania can disclose interesting detail. The 
Surgeon-Superintendent on the Boadicea ( 1835) obviously had his hands full. Our GST 
member Hugh Campbell coll ected vital in formati on from CSO til es whi le researching 
his forebears. See Furn· Tasmanian Forehear.1· by N.H. Campbell in the Hobart GST 
library. 

The records which are included in the CSO Record Group are varied, oft en quite 
detail ed, often tantali zing. Each Genealogical Society library should have a copy of the 
Guide to !he Public Records of Tasmania Sec/ion One. Colonial Secre1a1T 's Office 
Record Croup which is avail able from the Archives Office of Tasmania. Study of this 
guide will provide an understanding of the system and the resulting records. 
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A request to the Archives staff for the Index to the CSO records for a certain time 
period wil l enable a researcher to use the appropriate microfilm ed index. See page four 
in the Guide for more detail. Below is an example . 

Godfrey John 
Gould Austin 
G lover Edward 
Gooding James 

4091 permission to offer a reward for his apprehension 
6035 not to be assigned in the Murray district 
13 1 18 appointed as a constable 
8 136 to be Poundkeeper and specia l constable 

Once you have noted which Tasmanian CSO fi le you need and which numbers you 
require you are ready to request the appropriate film of the ori ginal records.Some have 
blank spots just where your record should be. Check whether the documents are just 
out of order or missing. The letter you seek might have been moved to a later fil e if it 
was re levant to a further request. 

Some references to your ancestor might be found under subject headings ... perhaps he 
had problems with the abori gines or vice versa. Look under "Abori gines". Magistrate's 
reports from the area in which your ancestor li ved could be fruitful too. Look through 
parts o f the Index to get ideas. 

When the NSW A rchives received approval to publi sh the NSW Colonia l Secretary's 
Papers 1788-1825 as a Bicentennial project, it was only the beginning of a lot of hard 
work . Due to the financial constraints the p lanned multi-volume printed index was 
changed to one printed introduction plus a micro-fiche index to the actual records. 

At the AOT, Hobart a researcher simply asks the staff for the Index to the NSW CSO 
records. The printed introducti on plus a binder of microfiche will be received. You may 
select the microfiche which covers the appropriate alphabeti cal section you require. 
Select the one " Ra-Rh" if you seek the name Ril ey. If you find the name, besides it wi ll 
be a date, a brief explanation of the content of the record i.e. Requesting assistance for 
the speedy result to his court case; then (Reel 6058: 4/ 1770 pp. 154-5) which directs 
you to the microfilm reel you need and part of that reel which you require. 

Each reel of film contains a great quantity of copies o f documents. If you require 
record 4/1766 on reel 6057 you may need to roll this film until you find a close number 
such as no 411754 then tum s lowly to 4/ 1766 which may not be clearly numbered. 

I found the microfiche index uncomfortably small to read at the Archives. Perhaps the 
equipment at the Launceston GST library is better. 

When using the index keep in mind that data on one person could be contained in 
convict records, under the heading Van Di emen's Land as well as under his or her own 
name. You are reminded that alternati ve spell ing should be considered. Many an alias 
was used and many of these are cross-referenced. 

An hour used in reading much of the 186 page Printed Handbook could be a good 
investment. This Handbook is Guide No. 30 in the seri es of guides the NSW Archives 
have produced. I beli eve that many a researcher would be more successful if the guides 
were read fir st. I trust that your GST Library has a set of the NSW Archives Guides. 
They are not expensive. 
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An important section in the NSW CSO records covers Applications for free passage of 
convicts' wives and families. See page 28 of Handbook. These are indexed only under 
the applicant's name. If your ancestor was Roger Thompson and he seemed to appear 
from no-where, you could look under the surname Thompson to see if Roger was 
included in a family to be brought out. You would not find Roger in the index. 

In the handbook a summary list of papers begins on p.43. A quiet read will reveal what 
could be useful to you. Page 45 lists Lieut Govnr Davey's Record Book, 1813 which 
contains lists of land transfers, leases and wills in V .D. L. and covers the years 1805-16. 
Are you interested in Land Grants 1810-23'1 This summary gives the original AO file 
number 4/433 as well as the current fiche number 3261. Similar numbers appear on the 
microfiche index. Page 54 of the handbook lists the papers on roll film , their reel 
numbers and dates covered, also a description of the contents. See page 68 for a li st of 
the papers on microfiche. 

If you were looking for apprenticeship records would you think of looking under the 
heading "Orphan Institution, male"'! Probably not. Refer to page 85 for ideas when you 
cannot think of an appropriate subject heading. 

For Yan Diemcn ' s Land subject headings, see pages 178 to 180. 

Most researchers like to simply tum to the records or indexes and discover. When they 
learn to study the content of available record groups like the Coloni a l Secretary' s 
Office records, I believe their potential discovery will be even more excitin g. 

I rather enjoyed handling the huge leatherbound volumes, some two inches thick. The 
laborious handwriting with notations in the margins which were often made in lieu or 
re-writing and filing the actual letter of reply," the feel of the heavy paper and the sight 
of the faded ink provided a feeling of physical contact with past generations. Those 
days are gone as the records must be preserved for future generations. 

Use the CSO microfilms so you can make records of your family worthy to pass on to 
future family . 
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WE DID IT! 

Marie Hart 

"Are you sure you can do it from so far away?" This was a typical comment as it 
became known that the BIRD FAMILY GATHERING in Tasmania was being 
organised from Ballina, NSW and the Gold Coast in Queensland. 

Well we did do it - with some difficulty but a lso with great success - so don't let "the 
tyranny of distance" deter you from having your reunion in the most appropriate place, 
no matter where you live. For us, it was the Don/Devonport area where Richard and 
A nn Bird (nee Chaston) and famil y settl ed on arri val from Great Cressingham, 
Norfolk . England 130 years ago. · 

It was too much responsibilit y to organise on my own, but having written the history I 
believed it should be shared with other descendants, for it was their hi story too. 

Three Gold Coast cousins willin g ly agreed to form a committee and our preparations 
began twelve months before the chosen weekend of March 14/15 1992. They had no 
knowledge of famil y history but were appreciati ve of my research and enthusiastic 
about a get-together, so between us we had the qualiti es to make a good team. 

Where to start') Since I had found a reliable informant among descendants of each of 
Richard and Ann's e ight chi ldren, a letter was sent to gauge the level of interest we 
might expect from them and their lin e. 

The response was fair . I had already discovered during my years of research that I came 
from a long lin e of poor correspondents! However, a brief visit to Tasmania with my 
husband elicit ed a warm response from the handful of relati ves we met - as well as 
doubts that our aims could be achieved from such a di stance. 

The onl y suitable hall at Don was permanently booked for weekend dances and 
markets, so the Devonport Surf Life Saving Club was suggested as an alternati ve. 
Immediate ly we saw its location at the Bluff we reali sed it was exactl y ri ght, but was it 
available for that weekend closest to the anniversary of our family ' s arri val? It was. 

Thus we had the most important needs covered - a spacious hall with all conveniences, 
parking, shelt e r and parkland with pl ay equipment for children who may tire of 
fonnaliti es. 

Back on the mainl and, we wrote to caterers for quotes to prov ide morning and 
afternoon tea and luncheon fo r the Saturday function and a smorgasbord for the night. 
We chose Independent Caterers for the day and Gerald and Jill Atkins for the evening 
and were entire ly sati sfied with both. 

Photographe rs were a lso requested to quote - at a larming prices ! We booked a 
Launceston photographer, and closer to the time confirmed the details. We were to be 
ready at 1.30 pm so that the hour for assembling groups was not exceeded or an 
additional charge would be made. We hurried our programme along to meet those 
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requirements but the photographer did not arri ve. Later one of our guests photographed 
depleted groups for some had had to depart, but the opportunity for an histori c picture 
of 170 family members was lost to us forever. 

Our Bird name lent itself to attractive bird shapes as name tags for descendants, with a 
matching coloured rectangle for spouses. The couples' e ight children were colour 
coded so we soon remembered that Hannah Jane was gold, Walter John was pink and 
so on. The cousin to whom all mail was addressed insisted on Alla Jacob being red 
since the fir st positi ve response she received was from hi s lin e on what she thus 
claimed was red letter day' Coloured folders held each line's correspondence, coloured 
marking pens were used in many ways and we were all soon " thinking in colour" 
which proved to be very helpful. 

Alternating our meeting places we met ten times in all , with many letters and telephone 
calls in between. We notched up nearly 3,000 km travellin g and hoped our '' re ls" 
would appreciate our efforts. 

A Tasmanian cousin who offered assistance was requeste d to o rgani se the 
commemoration cake - everything please, down to ribbons on the knife, table-cloth and 
serviettes. The traditional cutting by the oldest and youngest Bird di rect descendants 
present was observed. 

Another cousin was asked to devise decorati ons -balloons and streamers to deli ght the 
children and perhaps some greenery to soften the bleakness of a rented hall. A nd so 
another job was delegated. 

Yet another local agreed to lend her photocopier for the day and generousiy donated 
the takings to the gathering funds. There was only one in our famil y qualified to 
conduct the Service of Thanksgiving in the church attended by our forebears, so he was 
asked to cope with every aspect of that vita l part of the proceedings. 

I produced many noti ces and eight family charts in di stincti ve colours w ith bl ack 
printing, large and clear enough for the bifocal brigade. They were bright and attracti ve 
but in spite of repeated requests showed gaps where I simply could not eli cit famil y 
names. Not to worry, I would decorate the spaces with pictures of birds and nostalgic 
illu strations and some people may even find the decorati ons the best part' Great .... 
until names turned up at the last minute, causing much gnashing o f teeth as I squeezed 
them in beside a well stuck picture. Black printing on coloured cardboard was fraught 
with danger: white-out in e ight different colours, so far as I know, has not yet been 
invented! 

Eight more charts showed principal lines of descent and the Bird family history at a 
g lance. Beside each chart and the memorabilia for that lin e, was pl aced an exercise 
book and pen with a request to enter errors, omissions and additions and the name of 
the informant. 

A Visitors Book was purchased and " indexed" with colours and ribbons so each person 
could sign on the same page as others of the lin e. Six people were necessary fo r the 
smooth processing of guests as they arrived. As well, a cousin wearing an outrageous 
hat for fun, entertained the waiting queue and answered their questions. 
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G uests we re marked off our master sheet and requested to pay outstanding fees, 
rece ived a lucky door ticket and name tag, signed the Visitors Book and purchased a 
brie f outline o f our history and raffl e and bus ti ckets if desired . They then entered the 
hall where they were greeted by our MC for the day and myself. 

For our lucky door pri ze we enlarged and laminated a postcard of the beautiful church 
in Suffolk where our ancestors were wed, and pasted a copy o f the marri age certifi cate 
on the reverse. Thi s created much interest and was won by a g reat grand-daughte r 
w hose numbe r was drawn by the youngest, fa rthest travell e r fr o m T ownsvill e in 
Q ueensland. 

Quotes had been obtained fo r plaques and g lassware as souvenirs, but as registration 
fees were slow to arrive we had to dispense w ith those plans. Instead, I set to work to 

ma ke 175 bookmark s whi ch were offe red as mementos by several o f the children 
present. 

T he raffl e was a hand made and in scribed fo lk art clock from Maureen Lynch of 

Casino and thi s was drawn in the evening and taken home to Victori a by another happy 
descendant. The raffl e saved we fo ur ladies from ending up " in the red". 

Local hi stori an, Faye Gardham. spoke during the aft ernoon and sold postcards and 

local history books to aid her Society whil e a cousin who is still a pari shioner where 
our serv ice was to be held. sold cards depicting the littl e church, to aid their funds. 

Faye kindl y accompani ed us on Sunday morning too on an ln victa bus around the 

tw ists and turns o f country roads. and indi cated where our Birds had farmed in the late 
1800s. Hand decorated bus ti ckets for the $3.00 fare became another littl e reminder to 
take home. We were de livered back at the church where Ri chard had been a deacon for 
a moving serv ice by hi s g reat grandson. A grevilli a was then planted in the grounds by 
our o nl y overseas v is it o r fr o m Tim aru in New Zealand. A pine log bo re a 

commemorati ve pl aque and a coll ecti on was taken and presented to the church in 
gratitude fo r their hospitalit y to us all. 

A t an in forma l p icni c aft e rwards the Tasmanians cate red for the mainl anders with 

deli c ious fare. including their famous raspberri es and cream. 

During the weekend we had a First Aider on hand. but her services were not required ; 
we had checked that we were covered by Public Ri sk insurance. 

Tasmanian newspapers were generous with advance publicity and The Advocate gave 
excell ent coverage o f the event with stori es and pictures in three issues. Publicit y had 
been sent during the preceding year to a score of papers. magazines, genealogical 
journa ls and church papers in Australi a. New Zealand and England but were re lati vely 

ineffecti ve in finding famil y. Researchers o f associated famil y names though were 
quick to reply ' 

Our bank account was in the name o f BIRD FA MILY GATH ERIN G . A financia l 
statement was presented at the Gathering, though naturally incomplete. We four ladies 
wore sashes w ith our names emblazoned thereon, so we could be seen to be the ones 
who were supposed to know everything! 
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We were surprised that registration fees were slow to arri ve during our year of 
planning.We pondered the reasons for this and wondered if a reduced price for early 
application might have been a good idea. We had been warned that people have 
developed a nasty habit these days of just "turning up". Eight did exactly that. 

However, the finely detailed plans we made paid off with a well run and much 
complimented fami ly gathering. We four were kept busy all weekend but were amply 
rewarded by the great fellowship and happiness engendered. For me personally it was a 
joyful culmination of ten years work and perhaps an inducement to proceed wi th 
publication of Earl y Birds. For my co-organisers it became a focal point in their lives 
as they realised how much goes into locating a widely scattered famii y and recording 
its history. 

And for everyone in attendance there was the realisation of just how precious we are all 
to one another. 
Marie Hart 
20 Bonview Street 
East Ballina NSW 2478 
(066) 86 2070 

DISCOUNT RESEARCH SERVICE 

Our service can arrange the search for and purchase a/English, 
Welsh & Scottish certs. census returns and wills, 

with savings up to $7 on direct purchase. 
Extra discount if St. Cath's & Edinb Index nos given. 

Searches in the PR. of every English & Welsh County 
& Scotland can be arranged. 

ALL PAYABLE IN $A. 

For details, send A4 (folded) S.S.A.E. to: 

McDONNELL HERITAGE SERVICES 

Tasmanian Ancestry 

RMB H 839, Dowes Road, 
lnvermay, via Ballarat, Victoria 3352 

22 June 1992 



LUTTRELL or 

MAWLE 

Can a nyone help in identifying thi s 
portrait '! I know it is my grandmother's 
grandfather; the questi on is, which one? Is 
he Alfr ed LUTTRELL (c 1792-1 865) o r 
William MAWLE (c l 801- 1843)? 

A lfr ed Luttrell came to Van Di e men's 

Land from NSW in 18 16. He was a son of 
Dr. Edward L uttrell . actin g Colo ni a l 
Surgeon. 

A I fred was granted 300 acres of land as 
compensation "fo r having captured a most 
daring and Sanguinary Bush Ranger named 
Mahoney". In an applicati on for more land 
in 1836, A lfred stated that he had been able 
"to c lear and culti vate 150 acres of land 

bringing up a numerous Famil y of Six Sons and Five Daughters in the Character of 

Repute and realizing a Capital through dint o f Industry of £4,000". 

Fom1erly a constable at New Town. in 1826 he was Chief Di stri ct Constable of the 
Black Brush. Although in I 834 he described himself as a "gentleman fanner", he was 

a lso li censee of the Willi am Te/111111. Black Brush. 

William MA WL E a lso was an innkeeper. He was at vari ous times li censee of the 
Commercial Ta1·ern. Commercial Wharf, the Castle Inn and Brighton Hotel, Bagdad 

Bridge. the Cr()\\'11 Inn. Bagdad and Mm.de 's Hotel, Bagdad. 

He arri ved as a free immigrant. circa 1826 and was granted 250 acres of land in 183 1. 

A merchant. he was a lso interested in whale fishing and in 1830 made applicati on to 
rent from the Crown land at Research Bay for a whaling station. 

The cause of hi s death in 1843 was registered as "D ied by the Visitation of God", with 
an additi ona l note by the coroner which read: " I entire ly dissent from this Verdict he 
died by having drank (sic) too much ardent spirit ". One wonders how much ardent 

spirit he consumed before the Visitation took place. Was he as a "licensed victuall er" 
merely sampling hi s wares or was he drowning his sorrows for the death a few months 
earli e r of hi s 32-year old wife. 

If anyone can help me identify the man in the port rait I should be most grateful. 

Adele de Bomford. 4 Ll enroc Street. Lindisfarne. Tasmania 7015. 

June 1992 Tasmanian Ancestry 



A WALL-WASHER'S TALE 

Margaret McKenzie 

In our corner of planet 
Earth political upheavals 
are well documented but 
m a ny minor earthquakes 
occur away from the public 
gaze. Every few years the 
Launceston Branch of the 
Genealogical Society has 
it s "quake'' w hen th e 
members decide they've 
had enough of c ramped 
libr ary quarters and the 
executive does somcthi ng 
about it. 

The latest move was in 
February and the 

"something" turned out to be a very large flat of 7 rooms, toilet, storeroom and 2 large 
cupboards, all in need o f painting or freshening up. Betty Calverl y volunteered to round 
up a working hee and found 16 willing ladies and gents plus one scone maker " par 
excellence". A couple of museum minders from down-the-river were in the lin e-up and 
he said "We'll do Day 1 and get it out of the way". They tallied up 4 days. He said 
"She looked at me". Silent persuasion or looks can kill '1 

Day I was a make or break exercise for some people as walls were washed down for 
the painters. It was a case of "HA YE BUC KET WILL TRA YEL" . If your long-armed 
ancestor had passed that pa11icular gene on you were ri ght: one washer w ith a mixture 
of Durham coal-miner and 5 foot 1/2 inch Irish thid' didn't fare so well. Maureen. 
whose ancestors did the right thing, took over the hi gh parts for her. Ella arri ved late 
afternoon and soon proved she has all her marbles, even if her arms are short. Standing 
on a plastic crate she reached the picture rail. As Keith checked out al! things e lectrica l 
John (I) and (2), George and Bert tackled the windows, a pill of a job, as bye-gone 
painters had managed to immobilise 1/2 dozen frames. One large window was taken 
out, operated on and replaced ready for sanding. 

Whil e all that was going on Joe and Ken were transforming the walls, Alma was 
looking harassed and Anne was doing some transforming down in the " dungeon" 
(garage). A wandering "sparkie" peered in through a storm of dust and reported it was 
a wonder she could breathe. The garage was to be the resting place of the old off-peak 
heaters. Each one seemed to weigh a ton/tonne and caused some worried frowns half 
way through the operation when the tyres squashed off the trolley. 
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Day 2 fo und most people back on deck plus Thelma, Jenny and Phillip . The painters 
wasted no time and had 4 rooms finished by knockoff time. The window scrapers and 
painters gritt ed their teeth and got stuck into their boring task. One ex-wall washer with 
a blunt brush was told to paint a frame; John (I) turned up too late and sil entl y said "a-
A-A -R-G-h" He'd brought red lead paint to do that frame. The culprit did penance 
scraping frames - ALL DAY. 

It wasn' t her day. Mid afternoon the executi ve ladies scampered into town to a meeting 
leaving her to be "Mother" at afternoon tea time. She had more trouble than she could 
poke a sti ck at after the kettl e boil ed and the spout fell off. Have you ever tri ed to pour 
boiling water through a low down hole? Two old blokes, both "Sparkies", decided to 
have seconds, after the othe rs had returned to the coal-face. She obliged, practice 
makes perfect. The onl y bright spot was the sconemaker had turned up (having a littl e 
moan because the scones weren't her best). The men said if they were her worst what 
were her best lik e'' 

Day 3 was nitty-gritty day for most people. The painters painted on, the shakers and 
movers hopped into the dingy kit chen and tackl ed the stove etc. John (I) and Bert 
fini shed the frames. Betty showed Margy the frid ge handle had been mended by her 
husband. The day before they wondered why the handle was wrapped in grotty 
insulati on tape. Easy, it was broken. Tales were told about people and Margaret, the 
sconemaker was delayed and fo und afternoon tea was over. The conversati on went thus 
"Don ' t worry, Ken can eat the scones over the weekend." " He NEVER eats sta le 

scones." "Yo u're kidding, he's j ust polished off yesterday' s leftovers!" 

C lothing featured in some of the ta les. O ne of the workers fo und a lady in the 
storeroom in her petticoat. He said they were both di sappointed, it was his wife. A 
young lady blushed and scurried off when a male chauvini st asked ifth e dollop of paint 
on her shirt was a hand print. He a lso <lobbed her in when he noti ced her rolling her 
roll e r in her empty paint tray. Someone too old to blush did, her work shirt was minus 
most of the buttons, she was busting out all over until Thelma came to the rescue and 
loaned her name tag as an emergency pin. A ta le about .a Brahmin bull li vened up a 
pause as a small group passed through the kit chen enroute to somewhere. John (I) left 
at knockoff time declaring he was pleased it was the State meeting next day, he needed 
a break. He wasn' t on hi s "Pat Malone" eh1 

The earl y part of the next weer. fo und the painting fini shed off , a lot of gear shifted 
from the old library and a dash of drama at carpet c leaning time. The commerc ia l 
c leaners ' 'spat the dummy'' and left off after deciding too many people were around to 
let them get on with the job. Nothing daunted A lma & Co. hied off to town, fuelled by 
fu ry and hired gear to do the fl oors themselves. Next day, moving day, emotions were 
still running hi gh. It wasn' t safe to be asked " How do you lik e the carpet?" and answer 
"Looks good doesn't it ')" . WHATDOYOUM EANLOOKSGOODITSEXCELL ENT! 1 

(OK, OK!). Extra helpers turned up and any j ob that could be finished before the 
removalists arri ved was. Steel shelves were erected, Thelma smil ed nicely at John (2) 
and he c leaned flu orescent li ght shades. Keith hardl y paused for breath. For days he ' d 
disconnected, connected, renewed and replaced, staying calm when requests for help 
came from all directions. The St. Catherine's film s were put snug ly back on their 
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shelves. at day's end they had to he re-shul'tkd. the Librarian thought some 11ere 
missing. Not so. onl y tight. 

Other things were being shuftl ed around too. some bnxes of books 11·e1-c gi l' en a 
temporary home in the toilet whi ch caused a bit o f bother for the l:dit or. John (2) was 
fl at out cutti ng lino in that room when angui shed cri es were heard li·om said Editor. 
There she was doing a fast shoe shurlle outside the door call ing ··John. hurry up John . 
.JOHNNN .·· He answered .. Do you reall y need to go. I"ll hal'C to mo1·•: ALL the boxes.·· 
They think she made it in time. 

The chat at meal breaks was interesting to say the least. .Joe ·s subject was spuds. which 
ones were the best cookers and whi ch turned black. Someone said Kennebccs were her 
favourites. if she kept an eye on them. Several scoffe rs di sagreed. That ni ght she 
cooked a pot full and found she had Kennebec slurry. Other subjects were old cars and 
motor bikes, the Ranson 30th wedding anniversary (fo rgotten by both) holi days and 
witt y coach dri vers. queri es fr om researchers. Betty li llrn g the Airpot wi th water and 
waitin g fo r it to boil passed the time, as did a di scussion on cremati on. An ex-sail or 
brother wants to be cremated and ··scattered .. on the South China Sea. a knott y problem 
fo r someone. Hi s brother has suggested that when the time comes they post ··him·· off 
to his old stamping ground at HMAS Kuttabal in Sydney and cry HELP' About that 
time the removali sts arri ved, which was just as well. 

Things became a bit hectic then. all the heavy gear was unloaded whil e cars. utes and 
vans disgorged til es and things. Putting the photocopier together again was a problem 
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fo r Bett y and John (2) when they found a vit al piece was missing. ANON owned up to 
throwing it in the inci nerator because it was empty. A loud roar from Betty and it was 
retrieved. The unpackers blotted their copybooks too. It was back to square one when it 
was pointed out that they had the books on the wrong shelves. By then the best bolt 
hole in the pl ace was the kitchen. No worri es there. everyone wanted tea or coffee. 

The Lino cutter went back to hi s chosen task ati er helping load and unload vari ous 
items including the L- shaped desk. A bit of a glit z occurred when his two offsiders 
couldn' t get a grip and he was sinking carpetwards. The desk was on hi s back. He 
headed fo r the hi gh cupboard in the kitchen and fo und that piece of lin o was a shade 
too long. "'Quickfix '" Joe suggested some out of the middle to make it fit. That soluti on 
was as unlikely as the cutter throwing away hi s tape measure. After all his crawling 
around. in and out. up and down to cupboards he found he had a piece leti over. Waste 
not. want not. A female. whom he'd j ust met "'5 minutes before". or so it seemed, 
requested it for the fl oor in front of the toil et. Just in case "'TH EY mi ssed or did he 
thi nk HE could shoot straight '1'1' 1" That threw him. On the way out of the door the 
weary workers paused to hear the Librarian give a quick run-down on how to make 3 
door locks out of 2 old ones and a handful of odds and sods. She lost a couple of non-
mcchanicals hal r way through. 

Then it was all over and they found. lik e D. Boon. Esq., they too had something named 
a ti er them. The spare piece of lin o reposes in the GRU ELL CHAMBE RS, there's a 
RANSON REFERENCE ROOM and a PARI SH REA DING ROOM with the 
GREENWOOD-BARTLETT SMALL ROOM off it. The nondescript storeroom has 
been elevated to the EXECUTIVE NEWSPAPER SUIT E and the small sunroom the 
MEMBERS' ENCLOSURE. The movers and shakers. the painters, the moti vators have 
all scored a sign. The rest arc still grinning. a name on half a cupboard is better than 
nothing' That should be the end of the story with everyone riding off into the sunset. 
Not so. 

A ll good earthquakes generate ati ershocks, thi s one was a beauty, the branch ran foul 
of Cit y Council regulati ons. Members were notifi ed by notices in The Examiner, at the 
end of or adjacent to the Death column. (an appropriate place) that the new library 
couldn' t open. Everyone fe ll in a heap. The committee rose to the occasion, dusted 
themselves off. put on their best togs and set off for high places in St John street to put 
their case. Meanwhil e dejected. worn out working bee-ers trouped through the door of 
Flat 2 looking for sympathy. no tea though. or fi che, or film s or books. It was LOOK 
BUT DO OT TOUCH unti l a decision had been made. The lin o cutter managed to 
check that things were straight in THE CHAMB ERS, someone said the curtains looked 
lovely and the male chauvini st had the last say. Hi s proxy had put up a noti ce in a 
prominent place pointing out JENNY GILL 'S DRA WERS1 

The whole effort had been good fun. in good company but damned hard work. 
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Decorative country Prints - U.K. & Eire. 17th to l 90th Cent. 

Mounted & traditionally framed. Choice of Cartographers . 

Ordnance survey maps - England, Wales, Scotland & Eire Early 

Victorian - scale 111 to a mile. 

Town survey Maps - Victorian and Edwardian - scale 25" to a 

mile. A valuable referance for a family historians. 
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British Research 
Birth certificates to full family trees! 

Edward J. Lowe MA CG RS 
40, Heatherfield Rd., Bromley, Kent BRl 3RN, England 

Tel.: 0011-4481-313-9806 

Council Member, Association of Genealogists & Record Agents, 
England's only organization of professional genealogists. 

Personal cheques welcome in Australian currency. 

Trace your Ancestors. 
Joan Phillipson B.A. (Hons)/ Jennifer Irwin B.A.(Hons) 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 
Glen Cottage, Glenmachan Road, Belfast BT4 2NP N, 

Ireland or 7 Lancasterian Street, Carrickfergus, 
BT38 7AB Co. Antrim, N.lreland 

For an initial evaluation Please enclose $5 

WANDER BACK IN TIME RESEARCH 
BALLARAT & DISRTICT 

Will search Victorian Births Deaths & Marriage indexs. Some church 
lfaprisrns & marriage registers. Cernerrv indoes, Newspapers for obituarv 

notices etc. 
Town & parish plans for land freeholders. 

Inquests, vVills & Probates, some school registers. 
Rates= $15.00 per hour plus disemursrnents 

Ian H. Jennings 
P.O. Box 75, Wendouree 3355 Victoria, Australia. 

Phone ( Home) 053 - 448411 
(Wendoree Wav, Cardigan Village 3352) 
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PEOPLE COUNT 

Kristen Arundel 
(This is an edited version of a talk given to the Cornwall Family Hi story Society on 
March 9th. 1991. It was published in The Cornwall Family hi story Society Journal, No. 
61 . September I 991 and is reprinted with pcrsmission of the Cornwall Famil y Hi story 
Society ) 

I gave it this titl e for two main reasons. one that in my business we count people into 
and out of our li ves. and the other that we try hard to make sure that they count as 
people. 

What fo ll ows is partly an account of C ivi l Registration 1n England and Wales, and 
partly about ho\\" Register Offices work. il lustrated with some experiences I ha\"C had 
;is a Superintendent Registrar in Liskeard with all names and details changed to protect 
csscnti ;tl confidentialit y. I hope in the process to give you some idea of what to do in 
your dealings \\ith the ( icncral Register Offi ce and, more important ly perhaps. what 
NOT to do. Trying to trace yllur famil y history can waste a lot of time and money if 
vou arc not su1-c of what information you need and where it is avail able. 

I.ct mc begin hy introducing mysel f. I am a very rare animal. which I wi ll prove by 
telli ng you fir st o f all that I am an Icelander. 

There arc only about 250.000 or us, which makes us feel special. It also means that we 
know quite a lot about each other. and as I have been known to say on other occasions, 
\\"C probably invented this stuff called genealogy - that is if you do not count the Bible. 
Only in Iceland could you possibly trace your fami ly history back thi11cen generations 
before IOOOA[) as I have. partl y because there were always always very few of us 
around so we ha,·c always been fi endishly curious about each other and partl y because 
we have been literate enough for the past thousand years or so to write clown what we 
found out. 

Secondly. I am, as I said. a Superintendent Registrar. I do not actually superintend or 
register anything, but it sounds impressive. There are somewhere around 400 of us in 
Lngland and Wales, but we arc a vanishing breed as I will explain later. 

Thirdl y. as a Superintendent Registrar. I am what is call ed a Statutory Officer, which 
means that I do not have an employer as such. Al though the County Council pay my 
salary. I am answerable only to the Registrar General. 

Lastl y. of course. I am the Chairman of a Family History Society. I do not know 
whether any other member of the Registration Service has this honour but I doubt it , if 
only because some of my col leagues wil I turn an interesting sort of puce if you mention 
famil y historians, which occasionall y makes me feel lik e a fift h columnist. I prefer to 
think of myself as a bridge over troubled water. 

Now you are all people to whom family history is important, so obviously all of you 
know where your great-great-grandfather slept on the night of 6th April , 1841. 1991 is 
another Census year so I hope, for your descendants' sake, that you make sure you 
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slept in the ri ght place on Census night, otherwi se they w ill not be pleased. 

I mention the Census because the General Register Offi ce is part of an organi sati on 
called OPCS - the Offi ce of Populati on Censuses and Surveys. Just as a littl e aside, the 
fir st Census bill was introduced in Parli ament in 1753 by Thomas Potter, the M.P. for 
St. Gennans. It was carri ed in the House o f Commons but turned down by the House of 
Lords, which is why the fir st Census in this country did not occur until 180 I. Since 
then a Census has been held every I 0 years (except 1941 - I think they were busy w ith 
something e lse at the time), but fo r famil y history purposes the fir st three are useless 

because the returns o f names were destroyed once the stati sti cs had been extracted . 
1841 was the fir st to include names, but age was rounded up or down to the nearest 5, 
and place of birth onl y g iven as in thi s country or not. 185 1 is therefore the fir st reall y 
useful Census to look at for famil y hi stori ans, as long as you do not take either the 
pari sh of birth or the age as gospel, without further proof. I have found several people 
who gave a different pari sh o f birth in each Census, and as for age, then as now people 
do not always tell - or know - the truth. 

The date !st July, 1837 should be engraved on your hearts. It is the date on which C ivil 
Registrati on began in Eng land and Wales. In Scotl and it began in 1855 and Ire land in 
1845. Before that date you have pari sh registers of baptism and burial, aft e r that you 
have civil registers of births and deaths. 

The General Reg ister Offi ce at St. Catherine House in London holds combined indexes 
to all births, deaths and marri ages in England and Wa les since 183 7. T hat used to be 
the onl y pl ace whe re you could go to to consult it if you did not know in whi c h 

Registration Di stri ct your ancestors were born_, marri ed or died. These indexes are now 
a lso avail able on microfilm in several places, including the Local Studies Lib rary in 
Redruth and the Genealogical centres o f the Church o f Latter Day Saints. 

Do not, if you can help it , write to St. Catherine House fo r a certifi cate. First, because 
all postal appli cati ons are now handled fro m the General Registe r Offi ce, O PCS, 
Smedley Hydro, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 2HH , and if you writ e to London your 
applicati on will jo in a large heap to be forwarded eventually to Southpo11, where there 
will be another waiting peri od because of backlog. Secondly, because that is the most 
expensive way to acquire a certifi cate . . ff you apply by post and include the volume and 
page number from the St. Catherine indexes it w ill cost you £ 12. If you do not include 
those the certifi cate will cost £ 15. 

If you go in person to St. Catherine House, look up the reference, fill in a fonn, hand it 
in and come back some days later to coll ect it , a certifi cate will cost £5.50. I would 
recommend, therefore, that you go - or writ e - to the local Register Office, if you know 
which Registrati on Di stri ct is involved. If you do not, try to get to a place which holds 
a microfilm copy of the combined indexes. These will tell you which Di stri ct to apply 
to. A certific ate from that offi ce will cost you £5.50 whether you go or write. Do not, 
however, think that by including page and volume number from these indexes you will 
get a reply by return of post. Those re ference numbers ONLY apply to the combined 
St. Catherine House index and do not mean a thing to the local offi ce. What will help is 
to include the year and the quarter in which you found the entry. 
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Has it ever occurred to you to wonder how St. Catherine House accumulates its 
indexes? Are you sitting comfortably? Then I will begin: 

From I st July 183 7 all births, deaths and marriages have had to be registered in the 
di strict in which they occur. 

To register a birth or death is more complicated than you may think. The law says that 
a birth must be registered within 6 weeks. That is, in theory at least, what happens. I 
recentl y came across a gentl eman who was born on April 13th, 1905, but was not 
registered within 6 weeks or six months, or even six years. I found eventually, and I do 
mean eventually. that hi s birth was registered on November 26th, 1958, so you see that 
a Superintendent Registrar's life is not always as simple as it should be. I wish I could 
have gone back to hi s parents and said "W hy then?" But that is just one of many 
questions which wi ll never be answered. The vast majority of births are, and always 
have been registered. although fines for non-compliance were not set until the l 870's. 

A birth has by law to be registered, as I said. in the actual Registration sub-district in 
which it occurs. It cannot be registered anywhere else. And yet several times a year 
someone comes to me and says: " I was registered in Li skeard and I need another birth 
certifi cate". to whi ch I reply - always - " where were you born'J" and (s)he says: 
" Plymouth". "In that case" I say. "I am awfull y sorry, but all I can do for you is to give 
you an application fo rm and address of the Plymouth Register Office." Whereupon 
they say: " But my mum told me she regjstered me here". and I say: " Well , not quite. 
What she may have done is to come here and sign a declaration, giving all the details of 
your birth. because that was easier for her than to go back to Plymouth. The actual 
registration can only have taken place in Plymouth after the Liskeard Registrar sent the 
declaration there. Only Plymouth can therefore issue a certificate, because we do not 
even have a record of the declaration. ··so. if your ancestor's parents lived all their lives 
in one distri ct. but the mother went to her old home - or to a maternity hospital - in 
another di strict for the birth you wil l find no trace of it anywhere else. 

If I asked you who can register a birth your lik ely answer would be: "The parents" -
obvious, is it not'1 And yet. they cannot - always. Which is why if someone rings me 
and says she wants to register a birth. my first , rude, question is whether she was 
married to the child 's father when it was born. Then there is usually a little pause, as if 
they would lik e to ask whether it is any of my business. But it is. A child's mother can 
certainly register the birth. but if she was not married to the father his details cannot be 
included in the register unless he comes too. or she brings a legal declaration or a court 
order stating that he is the father. This means equally, that ifthe child's father comes to 
register the birth, he too has to be sent away with a flea in his ear. Unless of course, he 
happened to be present at the birth, in which case he might be able to register the child, 
but still could not have his details included, unless the mother is present or he brought a 
similar declaration from her. So you can see that who register is important. A 
grandparent cannot do it , unless neither parent is available and he or she is the owner or 
the occupier of the house in which the birth took place and - as the law says - aware of 
what was happening at the time (I really like that bit) . There is in fact a li st of qualified 
informa·nts as they are called, and unless you fit under one of those headings, you 
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cannot register a birth. 

The same procedure applies to deaths. A death has to be registered within 5 days. You 
cannot usually bury or cremate a person without the registration being completed, 
because to do that you have to have a certificate of registration which is handed to the 
person in charge of burial or cremation. Which brings me to my second anecdote. You 
might not think there is a great deal of hilarity about registering a death. and yet I do 
occasionally hear some strange sounds out of the Registrar's office (afier the informant 
has left, I hasten to add). This particular occasion was some time ago. I went into her 
office and she told me a man had been registering the death of his grandmother who 
lived in Scotland and had come down to Cornwall on holiday. When they got to the bit 
about the certificate for burial which was to take to place in Scotland, the Registrar 
asked whether she should send it to the undertaker. Whereupon the man said: .. Oh no. 
you don't think I am going to pay an undertaker a thousand pounds to take Granny up 
there on the train _ I've got her in the back of the van." This is the absolute truth. The 
Registrar said she desperately wanted to go and have a look if only she could have been 

certain that he was not saving on the coffin as well, in which case granny might have 
been sitting in the passengers seat. At that point we both collapsed. So if you ever hear 
strange noises coming out ofa Register Office you will know why. 

Just as with births, a death has to be registered in the sub-distri ct where it occurs. This 
can cause problems if the relatives li ve far away, because again certain people can 
legally register a death. If no relatives are available someone who was present at the 
death, or is causing the body to be buried or cremated. may qualify as an informant. 

Marriages are different. Births and deaths are quite simple by comparison. Civil 
weddings can only take place in a Register Offi ce. and are registered by the Registrar. 
not by the Superintendent Registrar who is onl y there to tell the people what to say. 
There are also sundry religious weddings which can only take place in a church or a 
chapel if these places have been licensed for the solemnisation of marriages, except in 
the case of Jews and Quakers. The Clergy do the registration in the Church of England. 
Weddings for any other religious denomination can be registered either by Registrar, or 
by a so-called Authorised Person, who is a specific named person whom the Registrar 
General has authorised to register marriages in that particular building only, in a 
register exclusive to that place. It is not necessarily the same person who performs the 
marriage. 

No matter haw long you have been living with somebody if (s)he dies you are not 
acceptable in law as an informant, unless no relative is available and you qualify in 
some other way by having been present at the death, being the owner or occupier of the 
house, if you were what is called "in attendance" during the illness, or you are causing 
the body to be buried etc. This is because a li ve-in-partner is not a qualified informant 
unless the two were legally married which can cause a great deal of grief. It is even 
possible to have a situation where a wife, who has not seen her husband for 50 years 
could register his death, whereas the woman who had lived with him all that time in 
everything but law could not. I think it is a pity, but this is what the law says. 

At the end of every March, June, September and December a copy o f every entry 
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which has been made in any register of birth, death and marriage in my district in that 
quarter should land on my desk. This can be quite a lot since my district covers the area 
from Fowey Ri ver to the Seaton River, and from the Channel to Bolventor. The entries 
from the Register Office are usually no problem. The marriages registered by the 
clergy and authorised persons can be. A copy of every such entry made during that 
quarter should, according to law, arrive at my office within fifteen days following the 
end of the quarter or there could be a fine of £20. The Registrar sends them stamped, 
addressed envelopes and the forms to be filled in; nothing would be simpler you would 
think. All they have to do is to fill them in and put them in the post. They even get paid 
to do it. Alas, I have decided that some of our brethren in Christ are either illiterate or 
forgetful to an awesome degree. Sometimes I have to chase them for months without 
success. I ring them up, they are going to post it tomorrow. I write to them - they tell 
you they did mail it - must have been lost in the post. If a parish is vacant the Rural 
Dean is responsible for any copyi ng to be done. This sometimes takes as long as six 
months. Maybe none of them have cars and have to go round on foot? Whatever their 
reasons, all of this takes up an inordinate amount of my time and causes me to say 
words no Superintendent Registrar should know, let alone utter. 

I have to go through every sing le copy very carefully, wherever it comes from, to check 
whether it is accurate, that it should have been registered in this district and by that 
person, and in the case of deaths, to make sure that the medical certificate was valid. 
Here again, my religious friends cause me most grief. They will use biro instead of 
Registration ink to write in their registers, they will put unemployed as an occupation 

of a bride or groom; deceased as the occupation of their fathers or leave a column blank 
instead of drawing a lin e through it to show that no information was available. This 
means that I have to ring them up and ask whether the column is blank in the register or 
whether they just forgot to fill it in . They will correct what they have done wrong in the 
most horrendous way, which makes it even worse. 

A colleague once telephoned me from Wales to tell me that a lady who had recently 
been married in my district had come in with her marriage certificate, issued by a 
Minister. She was worried because there were at least four errors in it , and because she 
had just begun to sign the registers in her previous name when the minister said: "Oh 
no, you are marri ed now. so you sign in your married name." I rang this Minister to 
check the errors, and asked him to tell me exactly what was in the entry, whereupon he 
said: " Which reg ister do you mean?" It turned out that each of the entries was different 
and that neither of them agreed wi th what was supposed to be a certified copy, 
otherwise known as a marriage certificate. 

That was an edited version of how I acquire the quarterly copies. After checking them I 
used to forward them to Titchfield in Hampshire, but since last February they are sent 
to Southport, where they are checked again, photocopied and bound. Then an index is 
made of all the copies received that quarter from all Registration districts in England 
and Wales. So - that is how the combined index is created. It explains why the volume 
and page numbers given in the index only refer to St. Catherine House copies and also 
shows you how many possibilitie s there were for mistakes to happen during the hand-
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copying, fir st from the original in the register and then from that copy into an index. 
Even making a single index from a register can cause mistakes, which may mean that 
your appli cation for a certifi cate is turned down, because the name, or the initial letter, 
has been misread and therefore mi sindexed. Nowadays most quarterly returns are 
photocopied, so there should be less opportunity for anything to go wrong in the 
process. 

The earliest indexes I hold are more than 150 years old and some of the m show it. 
Some are beautifully written, others most definit e ly are not. You try going through a 
few hundred of those entries and you wil l see why you do not always get a reply by 
return of post, and why so many Superintendent Registrars wear glasses and frown a 
lot. 

Within sight are - probably - the greatest changes in the Registration Service for 150 
years. At the moment a White Paper has been waiting for Parliamentary space for over 
3 years. Some local authorities are try ing to prepare for the changes which would occur 
if it became law. One proposal would give people a greater choice of places for c ivi l 
weddings, although the li st would be strictly limit ed and would NOT include your 
garden or a hot air balloon, which I had been looking forward to. At the moment the 
only place where such a ceremony can take place is the Register Office in the distri ct in 
which either the bride or groom li ves. 

Another possibilit y is that local authorities would have complete freedom to decide 
where and when Register Offices would be open. It is very likel y that in Cornwall , fo r 
example, there would eventuall y be far fewer Registration Di stricts than the 13 which it 

has now. A Working Group has discussed several options including having onl y 3 or 4, 
so that each might have at least I full-time offi ce w ith perhaps a few part-time in other 
places. Whether or not these proposals become law I am fairl y sure that in 3 or 4 years 
time the situation will have changed considerably. 

If the law is passed, one of the bi ggest diffe rences would be that all Registration 
Officers would be able to do any registration duties. The 1836 law laid down that there 
should be two diffe rent kinds of people, a Registrar and a Superintendent Registrar, and 
never the twain should be confused, because of the essential differences in their work. 
A Superintendent Registrar is not just a different kind of Registrar, she is not any kind 
ofa Registrar. The Registrar is the person you go to if you need to register a birth or a 
death, or if you need a certified copy of a recent entry. As soon as a register has been 
filled, it is passed to the Superintendent Registrar, who from that moment on is the onl y 
person who can issue certificates from the entri es. So, if you are writing to a Register 
Office, do address your letter to the Superintendent Registrar. If the office is onl y part-
time like mine, the Superintendent Registrar and the Registrar may not be there at the 
same time, on the same days or even in the same bui lding, so your letter could be 
delayed for up to a week in the process, if you address it to the Register Office or the 
Registrar. A cheque can be made out to either the Register Office or the Superintendent 
Registrar. 

A further change recommended in the White Paper is that any registers over 75 years 
old should be accessibl e to the publi c. What thi s is lik e ly to mean in practice is that 
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they will be microfilmed or copied in some other way, because public access can be 
very destructive to the originals. It should save you a lot of time and money, though, 
because you would be able to look things up yourself, and if you want a copy of an 
entry, you could either have a certificate, which is what we have now, or a cheaper 
uncertified copy. 

Which brings me neatly back to the applications I get for certificates. Births and deaths 
are relatively simple. Each district probably had a few sub-districts. Mine had four, so 
each application where the place ofbinh is not known, I have to go through four sets of 
indexes. Sometimes I do that anyway if I do not find an entry in what should be the 
right sub-district in case the mother nipped across a boundary for the birth. If you know 
her maiden name please include it on your application form, although that may of 
course be the very information you hope to get. Perhaps you thought immorality was a 
new problem') Let me tell you it is not. Let me also tell you another strange fact, which 
is that a lot of parents do not tell their children the truth about where they were born, 
when they were born, or even who their parents are. So, if you write to a Register 
Office giving full details of date, place, name and parents and do not have anything 
back for months, stay calm . It could be that the child was born up to five years earlier -
or later - than you thought, that it was born, and registered in the name of its unmarried 
mother with no father's details, or that it was born in another district entirely, where its 
mother had gone to hide the fact. Any or all of these can multiply the difficulty and the 
time it takes to find the entry you want. If I have gone through all the usual detective 
work without success, any of the above could be the reason. So could the fact that they 
had been adopted, re-registered in a different district under the name of the man whom 
the mother subsequentl y married, or that the child was born to some entirely different 
people who gave it to the people who brought it up, without telling anybody. All of 
these have happened in my searches over the years. 

In spite of all thi s, as I say. binhs and deaths are not really a problem, because the 
places you can look are limited. Marriages - as always - are different. I get several 
letters a year w hich read: " Dear Sir. I want my great-grandparents marriage 
certificate.They were called John and Mary Smith and I am sure they were married in 
your district, probably before 1860. because my grandfather was born then." This 
causes me to say worse things than about the Vicars' delay of quanerly copies. Even if 
the letters include more details. lik e the approximate year, it is very time-consuming if 
I do not know where they were married. In an office like mine there is no combined 
index of marriages, although I have made a small beginning. If I have a request for a 
marriage that took place in the third quarter of 1859, helpfully quoting volume and 
page which means nothing to me as I have explained, I have to look through every 
separate index for each church and chapel as well as the Register Office. This can take 
an inordinate amount of time, which I do not have. 

I am paid for I 0 hours a week including weddings, marriage notices, administration, 
accounts, banking, quarterly copies, the lot, leaving very little for extended searches. 
Which is why I have on my desk a thick bundle of application forms, which I take to 
the index cupboard, when I have a spare minute - which is not very often - and start to 
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go through one of the 170 or so marriage indexes (handwritten, remember) At this 
point, inevitably, the phone rings or someone knocks on the door. So, please, do 
include any information you think might be helpful, especiall y if you tell me where you 
found that information. I do not want, nor do I have the time, to read seven volume 
letters, but if you know where they were li ving when their fir st child was born, or 
where the mother was born and/or working, it could save a lot of time. 

If someone rings me up and says: "Look, I wrote to you in 1979 and I have heard 
nothing since", I will explain that I have tri ed about 132 different registers without 
success and ask whether anything e lse is known about them, whereupon this somebody 
will say: " Oh yes, well of course they were li ving in Callin gto n, when they got 
married." Now this is where I explode very quietl y because what this person did not 
know is that Callin gto n lies in what I call the Bermuda Triangle. Parts o f it have 
changed districts about three times since 1837, so whereas I hold several years of births 
and deaths in the pari shes in and around the town until 1936, I do not have Callin gton 
church marriage register. This is in the St. Germans Registration District because that is 
where Callin gton is now, and I have therefore wasted at least 3 hours. 

As for the more recent marriages I have learnt not to go straight to the register which 
covers the given date, but take in the index in passing. It remains a permanent surprise 
to me how many people get the year of their marriage wrong, and sometimes the date 
as well. 

Certificates are what I spend about half my time doing. There are a large number of 
different kinds, but what most of you wi ll want is a standard (or full) birth, death or 
marriage certificate. If you have ever read one of those carefull y, you w ill know that 
printed underneath is the sentence: "Certi tied to be a true copy of an entry in a register 
in my custody". There is not, and never has been, an ori gina l of your birth certificate, 
in spite of the fact that several times a year 1 am asked for a copy, because the ori gina l 
has been lost. 

A few words now about what information you can get fr om each kind of birth 

certificate. lfyou know who the parents are and just want the exact date the child was 
born, a short certifi cate will, for £2.50, g ive you the full name and date of the birth. If 
you write and ask for a short certificate for A who was born in the firs t quarter of 1857 
or whenever, but only if he was the son of Band C, you are not lik e ly to get a wrong 
one. There are special certificates, which you can have for£ 1.50, but only for certain 
specified purposes lik e a pension or social security and these are not returned to you 
from the DHSS. 

A full birth certifi cate can tell you an astonishing amount if you know how to read it. In 
the fir st space on the left is the number of the entry in the register. The column marked 
I contains the date and place of the birth. If it is a multiple birth you should a lso have 
the exact time. In column 2 are the forenames of the child. In the case of an illegitimate 
child the mother sometimes gave it the surname o f the father as a second name. 
Legitimate children were quite often (i n my district at least) g iven the mother's maiden 
name as a second name, which can be a great help in your search. Column 3 has the sex 
of the child. Column 4 should contain the father's full name and surname and 6 his 
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occupation, or alternatively both are left blank except for a line drawn across. Be 
careful even if the details are present; it has been known for people not to tell the truth, 
especially if the mother was married to someone else at the time. NEVER treat 
anything as certain unless you have at least one other piece of evidence to support it. 
Column 5 has the name of the mother. If thi s is given as Mary Jones formerly Smith, 
that means that she is married, and that the second surname is her maiden name. If it 
says Mary Smith, now Jones, it means that she has married someone, not necessarily 
the father, since the child was born. If it says Mary Jones, late Edwards, formerly 
Smith, she has been marri ed a least twice. Column 7 tell s you the name, address and 
qualification of the person who came to register the child, and contains their signature 
or mark, in whi ch case the Reg istrar will add: "the mark of', and the full name of that 
person. Column 8 contains the date o f registration, column 9 the name of the Registrar, 
and the last column is blank, unless the child was given a different or additional name, 
for example in bapti sm, within 12 months of the birth. The right margin should have a 
line drawn through to show that it is blank, a note of any changes made to the entry 
after registration, or the word Adopted. 

Adoptions can make life difficult. There was no legal control or register of those until 
1926, so 11 may prove impossible to connect an earlier entry of birth to an adopted 
person. 

Re-registration is another factor which can cause confusion. Until quite recently it was 
not possible at all. A child can now be re-registered if the parents subsequently get 
married or, if the mother turns up with the father or his legal declaration of paternity, 
she can have his detail s included in a fresh registration. Both cases need the authority 
of the Registrar General. If the parents' surnames are different, most likely they are not 
married, although some women do not change their surname on marriage. If the 
parents ' names are the same but the date of registration is considerably later than the 
date of birth, the most lik e ly cause is re-registration. 

You can save time and trouble, parti cularl y if you are looking for a marriage certificate, 
or want to find several entries of birth, by going to a Register Office and asking to 
search the indexes yourself. For a fee of£ 14 you can look at any indexes you wish for 
up to six hours. If you see an entry which you think might be the right one, up to eight 
checks in the register can be made without further charge. If you ask for more than 
those you will be charged £2.50 for each of them, but if one turns out to be the entry 
you want and you buy a certificate, the checking fee is subtracted from the price. You 
may have to wait some time for these checks if the Superintendent Registrar is busy. 

If you do go, try not to go on a Monday, they may be very busy, or a Friday, when 
there may be several marriages. Do not, what ever you do, go on a date which in 3 
months time will be a Saturday. On those days there may well be a long queue of 
people who would like to be married that Saturday, particularly if it is a Bank Holiday 
week-end, so they come to give the notice of marriage at the earliest possible 
opportunity, which is 3 months ahead, to the day. So be warned and, if you can, try to 
ring each office to find out when would be the best time to go. Different offices may 
tum out to be busy on different days for some strange local reason like market days or 
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early closing day. Not all Register Offi ces have a suitable room where you can look at 
the indexes, so you may find yourself, as in Penzance, try ing desperate ly to hold 
everything on your lap in a narrow and crowded corridor which doubles as a waiting 
room. 

A li st of all Register Offi ces in the country with the addresses, te lephone numbers and 
names of Superintendent Registrars and Registrars is published annuall y. Every offi ce 
has a copy so, if you need to find out any of these detai ls, just call in at your nearest 
one. If they have a copy of the Census Gazetteer they can a lso tell you which distri ct 
covers the pari sh or vill age you want. What they cannot tell you, unfo rtunate ly, is what 
hours that offi ce will be open to the public, unless it is within the same local authority. 
Cornwall has no full -time Superintendent Registrar fo r example, and many offi ces in 
th is country are onl y open part-time, sometimes extreme ly so, maybe two or three 
hours a week. Try ringing that local authorit y, or another office in the same county or 
nearest big town. They should be able to tell you. If not, try to write to the offi ce you 
want to go to. The re is nothing mo re fru strating tha n making a specia l j ourney 
somewhere, thinking you will be able to spend a who le day tracing some much-needed 
in fo rmation onl y to find when you get there, that not onl y are they not open that day, 
they may not open again until next week when you wi ll be back home again . So do fin d 
out before you set o ut , a nd be carefu l - what you need to know is w he n the 
Superintendent Registrar is there, not the Registrar, remember'! 

When you are handed a stack of indexes please check how they are organised before 
you begin so you can g ive them back in the same order. If you forget this the result 

may be quite catastrophic for a Superintendent Registrar on a busy day. 

Note down the volume numbers of all the indexes you look at, which kind they are 
(sub-distri cts, births, deaths, church, etc.) and the dates which each or them covers, 
even if you did not find anything. Negati ve evidence can a lso be useful and at least you 
will know that you do not have to look at that one again . 

Alw ays look tw ice at a page, once going down and once going up. It is easier than you 
might think to mi ss a name, parti cularl y if the handwritin g is diffi cult. Make sure, 
especiall y with an earl y marri age index that you know whether males and females are 
indexed separate ly . One clue is, of course, whether fo renames fo r both sexes appear 
under that initial letter. Names are in chronological, not alphabeti cal order under each 
capita l lette r heading, so you need to check every name in that section to be sure 
whether the one you are looking fo r is there or not. If you know the surname of both 
the bride and groom, check each to see whether the page references are the same. Some 
earl y indexes of births include the father's fir st name, or the mother's if the chil d is 
ill egitimate, which saves a lot of checking in the register. 

Several Register Offi ces have a separate register, which the Registrar takes when she 
attends marriages in churches and chapels o f vari ous reli g ious denominati ons other 
than the Church of Eng land. Until the turn of last century very few had a person 
authori sed to register marri ages, which meant that they had no registers of their own. 
Several still pre fer not to, which means that a Registrar has to be present to enter the 
marri age in a register fr om her offi ce. Some of these could take a long time to fi ll , 
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especially in a smaller district like mine, so the index could cover several decades and 
be vastly out of chronological order. I have an index of this kind in the office, which 
covers the years from 1861 to 1902 so, of course, it stands between the indexes for 
190 I and 1903, which is not necessarily where you would think to look for a marriage 
in 1863. Make sure you ask the Superintendent Registrar whether there are any 
registers like thi s in her custody and where you should look for the indexes to them. 

What with the fee and the problems I have outlined above, it would be understandable 
if you asked why you should not use the Parish Registers instead of going to the 
Register Office. After all, most Record Offices do not charge for entry - yet - and you 
are allowed to look at the original, or at least a microfilm, and do your own copying for 
free if you want to. 

Here are some good reasons: First of all the Record Office has nothing relating to any 
Register Office marriages. Secondly, there are usually no indexes available for 
registers, and thirdly , not all registers are in the Record Offices. When I took over in 
Liskeard four Parishes were still using their original 1837 register of marriages. I rang 
each of the vicars and said I was sure by now the pages must be like blotting paper and 
could I, as in the story of A laddin, offer them new registers for old? Three of them fell 
for it. The fourth would have lik ed to but the church committee would not let him, so I 
borrowed his register for a week and made an index of the entries to date. Without that 
index there would be a ho le in my knowledge of the marriages in the district, and in the 
St. Catherine House indexes there would be several references to marriages which I 
had no record of. Now at least I know which applications I should forward to that vicar. 

Where the parish records arc w ith the vicar you may occasionally have problems with 
access. Some can be positively hostile to family historians even going so far as refusing 
to let them in. This is rare, but does happen. Some may not be terribly willing to let you 
in at times to suit you. None will have an index; several will charge you for looking at 
the registers; and if you want a certifi ed copy, it will cost you the same as in the 
Register Office. 

For you as family historians the most important reason for preferring the civil register 
entri es may be the difference in what is recorded, as I mentioned in the beginning. In 
parish registers you will find the date, not of birth, but of baptism, which can take place 
months - and sometimes years - later. You will not find the maiden name of the mother, 
or whether she has been married before. You will find the date of burial, not of death. 
You will sometimes find the marital status or the occupation of the deceased, but you 
will not find the place of death, the cause of death, whether it was certified by a doctor 
or not, and whether there was an inquest, in which case you might find the story in the 
local paper. You will also miss out on a most useful piece of information: the name and 
address of the person who registered the death and whether he or she was a specified 
relative, present at the death or in attendance during the last illness. All of these can 
help you to make sure you have the right entry or give you new leads in your family 
history. 

Thinking of causes of death reminds me that I looked in some old registers for items to 
celebrate' the I 50th anniversary of Civil Registration. Apart from sundry visitations by 
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the Almighty, I discovered a cholera epidemic in Callington in the I 840's and more 
than 30 children dying of measles in Looe in the I 880's. To my delight I also found a 
host of unsuspected (by me, at least) reasons for dying, such as mental excitement, old 
age, indigestion, constipation and my two absolute favourites: morbid irritabilit y of the 
nervous system and softening of the brain. 

That was just a little titbit in passing. 

Marriage entries should contain the same information whether it was a religious or civil 
ceremony and whoever registered it , but bear in mind my description of the way in 
which a few gentlemen of the cloth still make their register entries. If a registrar attends 
it means that the bride and/ or groom had to give notice of marriage to the 
Superintendent Registrar of that district, so some of the more obvious mistakes I 
mentioned earlier should not occur. It is also far more likely that the entry will show 
any change of name which the bride or groom may have had. I have been startl ed to 
find how often people do this, particularly the brides who may have changed back to 
their maiden name after a divorce, or taken the surname of the groom if they have been 
living together for some time before the wedding. 

St. Catherine House indexes will not help you to find the name of the parish in which 
your ancestor was born, married or died, but they will tell you the Registration District. 
Always try to look at a Census if a marriage is proving elusive or if you cannot get to 
the combined index but you know where either of them was living in a Census year. 
The marriage is most likely to take place in the parish where the bride was either livin g 
or working at the time, which might be the one where she was born, but could equally 
be at the other end of the country. 

Not so long ago I was looking for the family which lived in my house in Boconnoc at 
the time of the 1881 Census. Having found them I went on to see who else was li v ing 
in that parish, which happens to coincide more or less with a very private estate which 
still has its original mediaeval deer park. I found a large number of various kinds of 
servants attached to the estate. They were divided into two distinct groups. The people 
working outside like the gardeners, woodmen, gamekeepers and milkmaids were 
mostly Comish born, but the nearer their work took them to the owner and his wife like 
housemaids, cooks,valets, butlers and personal maids, the more likel y they were to 
have been born all over the country, even in Scotland. 

That is another little aside, but if you know where your ancestors were living , do try to 
find them on the Census first , before setting off to visit Register Offices. They can give 
you the information you need to send off for a birth certificate, especially if you can 
compare one or more Census entries. But remember, like all other information the 
Census is only as accurate as the people who filled it in. You may, like me, find 
someone giving a different date or place of birth every I 0 years, but then, they still do 
things like that. Only the other day a couple gave notices of marriage, he in his district 
and she in hers, which happened to be mine. On his notice she was 52, on mine after a 
number of searching questions, she turned out to be 58, which he certainly did not 
know. There were several other things he turned out out not to know about her 
either ..... 
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This article contains some of the facts, anecdotes and hints which I thought you might 
find amusing or useful in your dealings with the output of Registration Service in 
England and Wales for the last 150 years. If I can be of help to you in any way in that 
connection, and you can reach or telephone the Li skeard Register Office, the 
Superintendent Registrar's office is open to public on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons from 2-4.30. I am also there a lot of other times, but then I tend to have the 
answering machine on so I can get on with some searches in peace and quiet. 

The best and quickest way 1 know to save money and time in this business of searching 
for your ancestors is to join a Famil y Hi story Society. If you do not know which one 
covers the area you are interested in. buy a Federation News and Digest from Cornwall 
Family Hi story Society. There you will find a li st of all the societies which belong and 
their addresses. 

Read as many books and journals about family history as you can, to benefit from the 
experience and mistakes of others who were there before you. Several good books are 
available. One which I keep in the office is Colin Roger's Family Tree Detective. Stella 
Colwell is another name to look for, as is Eve McLaughlin's inexpensive series of 
guides to various aspects of family history. which you can buy from CFHS. 

Look up what is available locall y. and find out as much as you can about what you 
want to know BEFORE you write or go to a Register Office. If you do it afterwards 
you may want to kick yourself for wasting your time and money. 

As a reward to you fo r having made it this far, I will finish with the text of a little 
notice, which is displayed in my marriage room. I like to see how the expression on the 
face of people changes as they read it: 

CAUTION. To be exhibited or read by the Registrar to every informant or other Person 
whose Signature is required to any Entry of Birth, Death, or Marriage. 

Extract from the Act of 6 and 7 Wm. IV . cap. 86, "for registering Births, Deaths and 
Marriages in England.'' 

"And be it enacted, that every Person who shall wilfully make or cause to be made, for 
the purpose of being inserted in any Register of Birth, Death, or Marriage, any false 
statement touching any of the particulars herein required to be known and registered, 
shall be subject to the same Pains and Penalties as if he were guilty or PERJURY." 
(Section 41.) 

N.B. - Every Person found guilty of Perjury is li able to Fine and Imprisonment with 
Hard labour for a Term not exceeding Seven years, or to Fine and Transportation for 
the like Tenn. 

Aah, those were the good old days, weren't they? 
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COURT OF THE CHIEF RABBI 

Beth Din, London 

Dr. Jeremy Phillips of the Family divi sion of the Beth Din, London writes giving a 
brief account of the major series of records of genealogi cal interest held by the 
institutions operating from Adler/Woburn House. 

Some series of documents contain particulars superior to those on certificates issued by 
the civil authorities. For example, the 240 000+ marriage authorisations issued since 
February 1880 state the parties places and/or country of birth; this is not recorded in the 
marriage registers issued by the Registrar General' s office. The same detail has 
appeared on the burial authorisations (350 000+ ) issued since 1896, although it did not 
appear on English death certificates until April 1968. 

The certificates of evidence are also an immensely valuable source since they refer for 
the most part to people who were never naturalised and thus provide evidence as to 
their place of origin and/or marriage abroad which is recorded nowhere else. Since the 
greater part of the community has alw ays liv ed in the London area, it means that 
between them these different series of documents contain information about the greater 
majority of past and present members of the Anglo-Jewish community. 

The London Beth Din is universall y recognised as the authority in England which 
supervises conversion to Judaism and religious divorces. It also in vesti gates the 
background of those seeking to have their Je_wish status confirmed, either for purely 
religious reasons or as the legal preliminary to a marriage to be conducted under 
Orthodox auspices. A great part of our activities relate to these matters, during which 
investigations are made both in UK repositories and those overseas. Sometimes it is 
necessary to investigate an applicant's maternal lin e of descent for five or six 
generations before satisfactory evidence is uncovered. 

Due to the Court's constant in spection of older communal records, it has been 
increasingly asked to undertake investigations of a genealogical nature, sent in to it by 
other departments. A research unit has therefore been created to handle enquiries of 
this nature, irrespective of whether research invol ved is of a legal or purely 
genealogical nature. On many occasions it has been di scovered that inquirers have 
mailed multiple copies of an identical letter and it is hoped that providing a centralised 
service will in future prevent the duplication of research that has occurred in the past. 

Members requiring searches to be made in UK sources are welcome to write to the 
Registrar, Court of the Chief Rabbi, Adler House, Tavistock Square, London 
WC I H 9HP, England, from whom full details as to the likely costs involved will be 
available by return. 
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Offices of the United Synagogue 

Woburn House, London 

Printed annual list of members arranged alrhabcti call y by congregation 1885-1 939. 
Records o f a more recent date are confid ential. 

Registers of Defunct Congregations 

Great Synagogue 

Hambro Synagogue 

New Synagogue 

Births 
Marri ages 
Kcthubot 
Burials 

Births 
Marri ages 
Kethubot 
Burials 

Births 
Marri ages 

Kethubot 
13uri als 

13ayswatcr Synagogue Births 
Marr iages 
Kethubot 

1770 - 1887 
1791 - 1973 
1837 - 1889 
1791 - 1872 

1770 -1 872 
1797 -1 938 
1845 - I 938 
I 797 - I 872 

1774 - 1896 
I 79 I - 1823 
1837 - 1992 
1823 - 1875 
18 10-1 872 

1865 - 1926 
I 865 - I 965 
1865 - 1965 

(N. B. A Kethubah [pl. Kcthubot] is a marri age contract writt en in Aramaic. except fo r 
the parti es' names and the date whi ch are in Hebrew. 

Registers of Closed Burial Ground s 

13rady Street. Stepney - Great Synagogue porti on 1796 -1 858 
West Ham Cemetery -Great Synagogue porti on 1858 - 1872 
West Ham Cemetery - New Synagogue porti on 1858 - 1872 
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Burial Society of the United Synagogue 

Woburn House, London 

General Buria l Registers 
Buria l Authori sati on Registers 

July 1872 - 19 12 
July 1872 - to date 

Marriage Authorisation Office 

Office of the Chief Rabbi, Alder House, London 

Marri age authori sati ons, metropolit an and provincial series June 1845 - February 1880 
Marriage Authorisations, general seri es February 1880 - to date 

Court of the Chief Rabbi (London Beth Din) 

Alder House, London 

Certifi cates of Evidence containing detail s of the appli cants' dates and places of birth 
and/or marri age abroad required as proof of age, etc. ( 1921 incomplete) 1922 - 1966 

Wi th the exception of the Certifi cates of Evidence, all series of documents held at the 
Beth Din are confidential and infonnation will only be sent to those wit h a legitimate 
legal interest. All enquiries should be sent to the Registrar. 

Note: A ll enquiries of an histori cal or genealogical nature which involve the inspecti on 
of records held by any of the o rganisati ons ment ioned here a re dealt with by the 
research unit of the London Beth Din. The fees charged are linked to the time taken up 
by searches and the costs involved in making copies of documents. 
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GLEANINGS 

Launceston Local Studies Library 

T he or ening hours of the Local Studies L ibrary at the Launceston Lib rary have been 
revised and the library is now or en on Thurshday evenings. T he revised hours are as 
fo ll ows:-

Monday. T uesday. Wednesday, Friday 
T hursday 

9.30 am to 5.00 pm. 

1.00 pm to 9.00 rm. 

Photographic Images of Tasmania 

The Q ueen Victori a Museum and Art Gall e ry is now abl e to provide video access to 

r art o f it s exte ns ive coll ection o f pho tographs, datin g fro m 1840 o nwards. The 
computer program combines a database w ith v ideo images whi ch can be accessed 
simultaneous ly. The user can search the coll ection by locati on (L aunceston, Bri sbane 
Street. Bi cheno etc ). subject (churches, rai I ways. etc ), photographer (Beatti e. Spurling, 

e tc ) o r date . T he system all ows in stant and uninterrupted access to the coll ecti on 
w ithout having to handle the orig ina l photographs thereby extending their life-span. 

At present some 2700 photographs from the coll ecti on have been copied onto video 

di sc and more wi 11 be made avai I abl e as funds become avail abl e. An image print o f any 
photo on the di sc can be obtained fo r $2.00. T he system is located at the Launceston 
Maritim e Museum and Local Hi story Centre. at the corner o f St. John and Cimiti e re 
Sts .. Launceston and is a\'ail able fo r use from 10.00 am to 4 .00 pm Monday to Friday. 

Victorian Pioneers Index 1837-1888 on CD-ROM 

T he Pioneers Index is an index o f all birth, death and marri age records held by the 
Registry o f Births, Deaths and Marri ages in Victori a. T he index includes earl y pari sh 
churc h records for the years before 1853 (w he n civ il registrati o n began) and c iv il 
registration unti l 1888. 

T he index. which is already avail abl e on microfiche. is now avail able on CD-ROM. 

Locating records o f your ancestors will be much faster and quicker using the C D-RO M 
vers io n. Researc he rs arc no lo nger restri cted to searching fo r a ncesto rs using the 
surname as a starting point. Searches can a lso be made using the place of birth or the 
g ive n na mes as a poin t of refere nce. Furthe r in fo rmati o n can be obtained fr o m 
INFORM IT. RMIT Li brari es. G PO Box 2476V, Melbourne, V ictori a 3001. 

7th Australasian Congress 
on Genealogy and Family history 

T he 7th Austra lasian Cong ress o n Genealogy a nd Famil y Hi sto ry will be held in 
Bri sbane in July 1994, at the Uni versit y o f Queensland, St. Luc ia . All Uni versiti es in 
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Australia have a common week of vacation in July each year and this is when it will be 
held in 1994, although the University cannot as yet give the exact· dates' 
Accommodation will be provide at the University Colleges, a short walk across the 
campus, unless you desire otherwise. 

The theme of the Congress is Blending the Cultures - a salute to Australia's 
multicultural society. Australia has always been a multicultural nation. Anthropologists 
tell us that the aboriginal people had already encountered and been influenced by the 
Dutch, Portuguese, Spanish, French, Indonesian, Japanese, Chinese, Indian, Egyptian, 
not to mention the South Pacific, peoples. Even the First Fleet brought in some 12 
nationalities. 

The Congres Committee is planning a varied programme of plenary sessions, talks, 
workshops and meetings, as well as social events. Visits will also be arranged to 
research facilities such as State Archives, State Library etc. and to areas of historical 
interest. 

The Congress is being organised by a group of 17 Queensland genealogical and family 
history societies, under the auspices of the Australian Federation of Family History 
Organisations (AFFHO). Individuals who would like to help with Congress can do so 
by becoming an Associate member for A$5.00 per annum, or by making a donation or 
sponsoring a section of the Congress by cash or by goods for use by the Congress 
and/or participants and, if in Australia, by helping on a sub-committee and/or at the 
Congress. 

The committee are calling for people to now register their interest in attending the 
Congress either as a participant or as a lecturer. For more information or to register 
interest in attending the Congress, please write to the Congress Secretary, PO Box 40, 
South Brisbane, Queensland 410 I. 

Research in Geralton Area 

For anyone who has an interest in this area, the Geraldton Family History Society will 
check their records for the cost of$5.00 per surname, plus a s.s.a.e. Enquiries should be 
addressed to the Geraldton Family History Society, Residency, 321 Marine Terrace, 
Geraldton, WA 6530. 

1891 Census for England and Wales 

The 1891 Census returns for England and Wales were opened to public inspection on 
the 2nd January this year and for the first time the Public Record Office has released 
these returns on microfiche which are available for sale. The microfiche collection is 
arranged by County, Registration District within that county and Registration Sub-
Districts within that Registration District. A set of fiche containing the CLASS LIST of 
the 1891 Census Returns is available to enable you to select the fiche you require. 

The smallest unit available for purchase is a Registration Sub-District (£7 .50 each) 
which usually consists of three microfiche (but may vary with smaller or larger 
districts). Anyone interested in purchasing any of these microfiche should contact the 
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Public Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Surrey TW9 4DU, England giving the 
relevant detail s of the location you are interested in. You will then receive an estimate 
of the costs involved, showing postage and packing costs. 

Leicestershire Record Office Genealogical Research Service 

The Leicestershire Record Office has introduced a Genealogical Research Service for 
those unable to visit their office personally. Research can be carried out at both the 
Record Office and the Leicestershire Local Studies Department. Requests for research 
should be sent. together with background information to Mrs. Pat Grundy, 
Genealogical Researcher, Leicestershire Record Office, 57 New Walk, Leicester 
LE I 7JB, England. A ll initial requests should be accompanied by a cheque for £12 
made payable to the Leicester County Council as payment for one hours research. 
Further work can be undertaken at a cost of£ 12 per hour. Photocopies and printouts 
can be supplied and will be charged separately 

East Clare Heritage Centre 

A new Heritage Centre has been opened in County Clare, Ireland. The centre provides 
a range of services to those researching their County Clare ancestors, but will specialise 
in the ten ancient parishes which make up the eastern part of County C lare, and will be 
known as the East C lare Heritage Centre . these parishes (with their modem names in 
brackets are Upper and Lower Tulia (Tuli a), Feakl e (Feakle), Kilnoe and Killuran 
(O'Call aghan Mills), Ogonnelloe (Ogonnell oe) lni scealtra (Mount Shannon), Moynoe 
(Scariff) Tomgraney (Tuamgraney) and Clonrush (Whitegate). The adddress of the new 
centre is St. Cronin's I 0th Century Church, Tuamgraney, County Clare, Ireland. 

To make the services to Australians and new Zealanders as efficient and inexpensive as 
possible Patrick Call aghan has been appointed an Associate Director of the Centre and 
he will act as representative in Australia. For more information or to pass on your 
research inquiries writ e to Patrick at 4 Murchison Street, St. Ives, NSW 2075. 

Researching the FIELDEN family? 

Keith Fielden writes that he has been researching the Fielden family for some thirty 
years. He has a large data base on computer covering Fieldens in great Britain and 
Northern A merica, but essentiall y nothing on Australia although he knows they are out 
here. Keith invites anyone who is researching Fielden or is interested in the name to 
contact him with as much of their ancestry as they have. The chances are that he can 
give them their ancestry to about 1600, or research it for them, free of charge. No IRCs 
are necessary. Keith can be contacted at 8 1 De Bohun Court , De Bohun A venue, 
Southgate, London N 14 4PZ. Eng land. 
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FAMILY REUNIONS 

GOSS 

A reunion of descendants of Nicholas and Mary GOSS who arrived in VDL in 1810 on 
the Anthony Quayle and settled at Ross on the Mona Yale property, will be organised 
for 1993 depending on the response from family members. A family history book will 
also be compiled if sufficient information and photos are received. 

There were six children from the marriage: Nicholas Calicott 1829-1905 (married 
Grace BASLOW, 1826-1876, issue of 7 and Mary Ann GLOVER, 1859-1911, issue of 
5) Andrew, William 1833-1880, and 3 females, names unknown. 

Please write, enclosing a SAE, to Mrs. Ann Moyle, 3 Mace Street, Prospect, Tas.7250 

KNOWLES 

A reunion of descendants of John Brown KNOWLES ( 1825-1890) who married 
Matilda PORTER ( 1835-1919) at Oat lands in 1851 wi ll be organised for 1993 
depending on the response from family members. A family history book wi ll also be 
compiled if sufficient information and photos are received. 

Children of the couple were Maria (married George BEAN), Mary Ellen (John 
ION/John KERSLAKE), Charles (Eli zabeth BLAKE) , Elizabeth (William GOSS), 
George (Sarah ELLENS), Carolin e (Charles JOHNS), Alice (James BAKER), Essey 
(Bertram ROTHWELL), John (Ann " Bessie" RAPLEY), Walter (Annie SIGGENS), 
Ethel (Oliver WISON) 

Please write, enclosing a SAE, to Mrs. Ann Moyle, 3 Mace Street, Prospect, Tas. 7250 

STREET 

Richard and Jemima Street, of New Town Tasmania 

A reunion to celebrate the l 50th anniversary of the arrival in Hobart of Jemima and 
three children will be held for all descendants on Sunday 4th October 1992, between 
I lam and 5pm at the Lenah Valley Community Hall, Hobart, Tasmania. 

Their children were James, William , Sarah (Mrs. George SWANN), Martha (Mrs. 
Samuel TOTHAM), Mary (Mrs. William ROSS), Richard, Hannah (Mrs. Samuel 
ROSS) and Thomas. 

Other associated names include WYLIE , ANDREWS, PHILLIPS, HAN SCH, ELLEY, 
SWIFT, MAYS, TODD, LIVINGSTON, GOSCOMB, GORDON, HOPE, PACEY, 
KHALER , MORLEY , STEWART, ADAMS , COOPER, BESTON, CROMER, 
HILD ER. 

Further particulars can be obtained from: 
David Street, 8 Dianne Grove, Vermont South 3133 
Lynne Heazelwood, 9 llfracombe Crescent, Sandy Bay, 7005 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Parish Register Copies in the Library of" the Society of Genealo_gists (9th Ed.) Society 
of Genealogists, London, 1991, 120 pages, AS, soft cover, available from the Society 
for £S.20 (including postage). 

This li sts the 9,000 places in the British Isles and overseas for which copies of parish 
registers are available in the Library, showing the periods covered and indicating by 
means of asterisks those which have been printed and are therefore available for loan to 
members of the Society of Genealogists within the British Isles. As additional aids in 
this edition the entries have been arranged by county and they now include the Library 
shelf numbers so that any volume may be easily found on the shelves. This edition 
includes accessions reported up to and including the march 1991 issue of the 
Genealogist's Magazine. Inserted is a sheet showing additions and corrections down to 
September 1991 . 

Using the Librarv of the Socien• of" Genealogists, Society of Genealogists, London, 
1991, I I pages, AS, soft cover, available from the Society for £0.6S (including postage) 

This basic guide should be read in advance by all visitors to the Library. It describes 
how to find what the Society has on a particular surname o r place and contains a 
description of the catalogue and of the layout of the rooms. There are maps of the 
Library and a comprehensive index by subject. 

The address for the Society of Genealogists is 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell 
Road, London, EC IM 7BA , England. 

Third Fleet Famili es of" Australi a, C.J. Smee, containing Genealogical Details of Three 
Hundred and Eleven Third Fleeters, their children and grandchildren, published at 
Artarmon, NSW by the author. 199 1, hard cover, I 6S x 23S. mm format, lists and tables 
in reduced A4 typescript, pages not numbered, material alphabetically arranged under 
several separate headings. Obtainable from the author, PO Box 712 Artarmon NSW 
2064. 

This book is a bicentennia l celebration of the Third Fleet, which arrived in Sydney 
Cove in July through October, 1791. There were 204 7 convicts assigned to the Third 
Fleet. SS4 were dead by the end of 1792. From the remainder, this book lists all known 
families originating from the participants of that fleet. There are 903 children and over 
2000 grandchildren in the 294 families identified. 14 of the families have both father 
and mother identified as Third Fleeters, 22S of the families have a Third Fleet father 
and SS have a Third Fleet mother. Other Third Fleet women married First and Second 
Fleet men, and are not included in this volume. 

Not all Third Fleeters are included in this book. In particular, the ones for whom no 
offspring can be found are excluded. And women are included as spouses, not as Third 
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Fleeters in their own right. Within these limitations, the book is a good starting point 
for people with Third Fleet ancestors. 

It would have been helpful to have had the pages numbered. And where famil y 
members have submitted information, it would be helpful to know who they were and 
when they compiled their material. 

Hugh Campbell 

The Governor '.1· Lad_v - Mrs. Philip Cidlev King, by Marnie Bassett; Melbourne 
University Press, Carlton, 1992, 132 pages, reprint of 2nd edition ( 1956 ), paperback. 

This book is a reprint of the first of four titles on historical subjects, penned by the late 
Lady Bassett of Armidale, Victoria. She has provided an interesting vignette about the 
life of Anna Josepha King, nee Coombe, wife of Philip Gidley King, Governor of New 
South Wales from 1800-1807. 

She offers a useful insight into the valuable role played by an historically neglected 
figure. Bassett cogently describes how a young woman of 26, living quietly in the 
Devon countryside, agrees, after a succinct courtship, to sail with her spouse to literally 
the ends of the earth. Setting sail in the man-of-war, HMS Gorgon, in March 1791, four 
days after their wedding, the couple arrived at Port Jackson in September that year. 

Their first appointment was to Norfolk Island, where Philip had been appointed 
Lieutenant Governor. While there Anna Josepha was to have three children. She had 
already accepted apparently with good grace, that King had sired two illegitimate sons 
in the colony. Indeed one travelled with the Kings from Port Jackson to Norfolk island 
in 1791. 

The narrative provides us with lovely cameos in the life of the Governor's Lady, on 
Norfolk Island and in Sydney. We glimpse her as hostess to the Maori visitors on 
Norfolk kidnapped to provide the Europeans with their knowledge of flax production. 
The New Zealanders, a warrior and a priest, who were not impressed with their 
abduction, were placated by the Kings, and lived with them for several months as 
honoured guests. The entertainment of the gallant Gallic Captain Baudin provides an 
interesting contrast, though this interlude was not without its geo-political 
undercurrents. 

The author lets us glimpse a sometimes exotic life, but is careful not to elevate the 
narrative above the acknowledged hardships in convict outposts, where even the first 
lady shared in the general deprivations. As was the expectation of the times. Mrs. King 
provided a competent household and haven for her husband amidst the many "storms in 
a teacup" and sometimes more dangerous episodes that beset the fledgling colony. 

The narrative records that the King partnership was in many respects more equal than 
customary in less demanding surrounds. Governor King's predecessors did not have 
wives in the colony, and so Anna Josepha created her own role in an alien environment. 
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With duty done. and the Kings returned to England, Mrs. King was soon a widow at the 
age of 43. It was her earnest desire to return to the colony at the first opportunity. This 
did not arrive fo r some years, but ultimately her wish was achieved and Mrs. King 
liv ed out her life as the respected family dowager on the family 's Australian estate. She 
died in her eightieth year and was buried in the graveyard of St. Mary's, South creek, 
near Parramatta, in 1844. 

Mamie Bassett has written a fin e narrative which fill s a niche in the hi story of early 
Australia. She presents a story of a truly admirable woman and tells it simply, allowing 
the known facts to speak for themselves . 

Hon. Stephen Mutch, ML C 

S1ra11gers Hall . Elizabeth Jeffrey, Century Press, 1988. A copy is held in the SL T. 

Although a work of fiction thi s book is good background reading for those interested in 
the weaving and dyeing trade as practised by the Dutch speaking Flemish refugees 
from the Spani sh Inquisiti on in the second half of the 16th century. Many of these 
people settled in Colchester, Essex and maintained a separate existence as a solely 
Dutch speaking enclave in the Cit y. They attended their own Church, maintained their 
own trade hall fo r examinati on of cloth and through their industry Colchester woven 
goods became renowned throughout the· cloth making industry. Trouble started when 
the Engli sh weavers had to go to the Dutch Hall to have their cloth inspected for 
quality as the standards were kept strictl y high and often it was the Engli sh cloth which 
was rejected. Domestic life and trading conditions feature largely and a substantial 
bibliography is provided for those who wish to read further. 

Thelma Grunnell. 

Buchinghamshire Machine Breakers, Jill Chambers, published 1991 by the author, 54 
Chagny Close, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 4BY, England, 220 pages, soft cover, price 
(i ncluding postage) £8 surface, £9 airmail. 

This is the second volume by Jill Chambers on the 1830s riots; the first was reviewed 
in Tasmanian Ancestr v Vol. 11 , No. 4. Like the first volume the second is a valuable 
source for famil y historians as well as being informative about the social conditions 
and justice system of the time. In about 12 counties of southeast England machine 
breaking was confined to agricultural machinery but in Buchinghamshire paper making 
machines were the main target. About 135 offenders were tried by a Special 
Commission which sat at Aylesbury on I 0-15 Jan 1831. 

Places of origin, names of parents, and of wives and children where appropriate, and 
frequently baptismal details are given for 29 machine breakers who were transported to 
Yan Diemen's Land per Proteus in 183 1. Useful genealogical data is also given for 
some offenders not transported and the names of special constables involved in the 
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arrests are included. The book is lik ely to be useful to anybody with Buckinghamshire 
ancestors. It is well indexed and well illu strated with contemporary material. 

The accounts of the machine breaking riots and the subsequent tri a l of those arrested 
are taken from contemporary newspaper accounts. The charges against, and sentences 
given to, those who came before the Special Commission are taken from material in the 
Buckinghamshire Record Office. Newspaper and Record Office accounts do not 
always agree and it seems that at least four pri sone rs were officially recorded as 
sentenced to transportation for offences of which they were acquitted unless all three 
contemporary newspaper accounts were wrong. Perhaps because only a fraction of the 
estimated three to fiv e hundred people all eged to be included in disturbances at paper 
mill s were arrested authorities were determined that none caught should escape 
punishment. Accordingly two or more charges were preferred against most and those 
who were acquitted of an only charge were made to face a second to which they seem 
to have been advised to plead guilt y. 

William BRIANT the elder was shot through hi s right arm at the door o f the first mill 
attacked and, since he took no further part in the proceedings, he was acquitted of the 
charge of machine breaking at that mill. However he pleaded guilt y to a second charge 
of machine breaking at three othe r mill s on the same day. In an appeal to Lord 
Melbourne he said that " in consequence o f his ignorance he pleaded gui lt y to a second 
indictment when it must have been manifest that the injury he had received must have 
totally di sabled him." He was sentenced to transportation for seven years. His sole 
detected offence during hi s peri od o f servitude was being drunk, once, fo r which 
"crime" he received an additional sentence of "2 hours in the stocks". 

The author records (from Australian archives sources) the history of the transportees in 
VOL up to the time when many received free pardons (mostly in 1836 ), conditional 
pardons or a certificate of freedom. A few served a second (colonial) sentence. Li ttl e is 
know about them thereaft er and it is a chall enge to Australian famil y histori ans to fill in 
the detai ls. James BARTON and William DEWB ERRY (who was an assigned servant 
to Thomas Reiby of Entall y) returned to Buckinghamshire and are li sted there in the 
184 1 census. Joseph BRIANT left the colony in 1848 and Stephen AT KI NS may have 
left even earli er. John EAST, William N IBBS, A rthur SALT E R, Samuel 
SUMMERFIELD, John W ALDUCK and possibl y Willi am BRI ANT the younger 
married in the colony but only the fir st few are known to have descendants in Australia 
today. However as William and Mary Ann NIBBS had least ten children it would be 
surprising if they did not found an Australian lineage. John and William BUTLE R, 
James MIL ES and three of the men who married appear to have died in the colony. 
Thomas BOWLES and Henry WALKER surface briefl y, charged with tri via l post-
emancipation offences but nothing seems to be known of the post history of David 
BARTON, Willi am BRIANT the elder (father of Joseph and unc le of William the 
younger), John DAN DRIDGE, Thomas FISHER, Moses HOLT, Joseph PRIEST, 
William SCOTCHINGS, John SMITH , Moses TURNER (properly TURNHAM) , 
Richard WEEDON or Edward WINGROVE. The reviewer would be pleased to hear 
from Australian descendants of these or othe r Bucks. men who came to VOL per 
Proteus. 
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Jill Chambers is to be congratulated for this volume and for its predecessor. We look 
forward to the appearance of the third volume which will be about the Wiltshire 
machine breakers. 

Geoffrey B. Sharman (003) 91 8578 
I Logan Road Evandale 7212 

COMING EVENTS 

24 May 1992 An illu strated talk on the "Sali sbury Foundry" by Mr. Stan Merry for 
the Launceston Hi storical Society at the Lecture Theatre of the 
Queen Victoria Museum and A rt Gall ery, commencing at 2.30 pm. 

20-21June1992 The Annual General Meeting of the Genealogical Society of 
Tasmania, Devonport. The actual meeting is to be held Devonport 
Surf Lifesaving Club at the Bluff, Devonport commencing at 1.30 
pm. 

25 June 1992 

27 June 1992 

.July 1994 

Kevin Green wil l speak on "The Launceston Immigration Society 
and the St. Andrew's Immi gration Society" for the Launceston 
Hi storical Society at the Lecture Theatre of the Queen Victoria 
Museum and Art Gall ery, commencing at 7.30 pm. 

The Oral History Association of Australia (Tasmania BranchO will 
be meeting at I 0.30 at the Queen Victoria Museum. The guest 
speaker wil l be lawyer Graeme Jones speaking on " Defamation and 
Oral Hi storians". 

" Blending the Cultures" - The seventh Australasian Congress on 
Genealogy and Family History, to be held in Bri sbane. 

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH 
Particularly ｖｩ｣ｴｯｲｩ｡ｮ Ｏ ･ ｾ ｧＮＬ＠ ｄｩｲ･｣ｴｯｲｩｾｳＮ＠ ｮ･ｷｳｰ｡ｰｾｲ＠ · 

obituaries, wills, inquests, ･ｴ｣ｾ＠
Assistance on han:i-to-locate ｡ｮ｣･ｳｴｯｲｳ ｾ＠
Computer-generated charts available. 

Prompt service. $A 12.00 per hour. 

Mrs. Marion Button 
P .0. Box 540, Gisborne, Victoria 3437 Aust. 
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SOCIETY SALES 

The GST Inc. has published the following items which are all (except the microfiche) 
available from Branch Libraries. All Mail Orders should be forwarded to the Sales and 
Publications Co-ordinator, PO Box 60 PROSPECT, Tasmania, 7250. Please allow 
extra for postage. 

Microfiche 

GST Inc. TAMIOT Records - 33 fiche (P&P $2.00) ............................ ................. $75.00 
An index to headstone inscriptions and memorials transscribed from cemeteries from 
all parts of Tasmania. 

Books 
Local and Family History Sources in Tasmania ....................................................... I 0.00 
Our Heritage in history: Papers of the Sixth Australasian Congress on Genealogy and 
Heraldry, Launceston, 1991 ...................................................................................... 32.00 
Yan Diemens Land Heritage Index Vol. 2 ............................ ................ ................... I0.00 

Other Items 

GST Inc. Book Marks ............................................................... ........... .. ............ 0.75 
Congress Bookmarks .............................. ........... ............ ............................... ... ......... 0. 75 
GST Inc. Tea Towels .......................... .. .................................................... ... .............. 7.00 
Congress Tea Towels ............................................................. ........ ............... ........... .. 7.00 
Congress Sweaters .... ..................... ........ ............................... ....... .......... ................... 27.00 
Congress Satchels - Filled .......................................................................... ........... I 0.00 
Congress Satchels - Empty ........................................................................................ 5.00 

Folios of sets of 6 Greg Waddle prints. 14 different sets available:-
Latrobe, Launceston, Longford, National Trust, Port Arthur, Richmond, Risdon Cove 
Historic Site, Ross, Stanley, Swansea, Tasmania (2 different), Ulverstone, Zeehan. 
Price per set. ............................................................................... ................ .... ..... ....... 3.00 

The following back issues of Tasmanian Ancestry are available for sale from the 
Journal Co-ordinator, PO Box 60 PROSPECT, Tasmania, 7250:-

Dec 1988 - Vol. 9 No. 4 .......................... ........................ .. ........................................ 1.00 
Jun 1990 - Vol. 11 No. 1 ...... .................................................................... ................... 3.00 
Sep 1990 - Vol. 11 No. 2 ...................... ................... ....................................... .............. 3.0 
Dec 1990-Vol. 11No.3 ............................................................................................ 3.00 
Mar 1991 - Vol. 11No.4 ....................................................................... ..... ............... 3.00 
May 1991 - Vol. 12 No. I (Special Congress Ed) ................................................. ..... 3.00 
Jun 1991 - Vol. 12 No. 1. ..................................................................... ....................... 3.00 
Sep 1991 - Vol. 12 No. 2 ............................................................................................ 3.00 
Dec 1991 - Vol. 12 No. 3 ............................................................................................ 3.00 
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BRANCH LIBRARY ADDRESS, TIMES AND 

MEETING DETAILS 

BURNIE Phone: (004) 35 7349 (Branch Secretary) 

Library: 62 Bass Highway, COOEE, (above Bass Bakery) 

Tuesday, Saturday 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

Meeting: Branch Library, 62 Bass Highway, Cooee, 8.00 p.m. on 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, except January and December. The library is open at 7.00 p.m. 

DEVONPORT Phone: (004) 24 5328 (Mr. & Mrs. D. Harris) 

Library: Rooms 9, 10 and 11, First Floor, Days Building Best Street, DEVONPORT 

Wednesday 9.30 a.m. -4.00 p.m. 

Friday 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

Meeting: Branch Library, First Floor, Day's Building, Best Street, Devonport, on the 
last Thursday of each month, except December. 

HOBART Phone (002) 44 2070 (Branch Secretary) 

Library: 19 Cambridge Road, BELLERIVE 

Tuesday 12.30 p.m. - 3.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Saturday 1.30 p.m. -4.30 p.m. 

Meeting: Tasman Regional Library, Bligh Street, Warrane, 8.00 p.m. on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month, except January and December. 

HUON Phone: (002) 66 0263 (Branch Secretary) 

Library: Soldiers Memorial Hall, Marguerite St., RANELAGH 

Saturday 2.00 p.m. -4.00 p.m. 

1st Wednesday of month 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 Noon 

Meeting: Branch Library, Ranelagh, 7.30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month, 
except January. 

LAUNCESTON Phone: (003) 31 1150 (Branch Secretary) 

Library: 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Meeting: 

Flat 2, 47-49 Elphin Road, LAUNCESTON. 

10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. 

2.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

Kings Meadows High School, Guy Street, 7.30 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday of 
each month, except January. 



MEMBERSHIP IN THE GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY OF TASMANIA INC. 

Membership of the GST Inc. is open to all interested in genealogy, whether resident in 
Tasmania or not. Assistance is given to help trace overseas ancestry as well as Tasmanian. 

Dues are payable each year by 1 April. Rates of subscriptions for 1991192 are as follows:-

Ordinary member 

Joint members (2 people at one address) 

Student/Pensioner/Unemployed over 6 months 

Joint pensioners 

Corporate Members (Institute or Society) 

Membership Entitlements: 

$25.00 

$33.00 

$17.00 

$23.00 

$33.00 

All members receive a copy of the Society's journal TASMANIAN ANCESTRY (NB: 
airmail postage is extra). Members are entitled to free access to the Society's Libraries. 
Access to libraries of some other societies has also been arranged on a reciprocal basis. 

Application for Membership: 
Application forms may be obtained from Branches or the GST Secretary, and be returned 
with appropriate dues to a Branch Treasurer or sent direct to the GST Treasurer, PO Box 
60, PROSPECT, Tasmania 7250. Dues are also accepted at Libraries and Branch Meetings. 

Donations: 
Donations to the Library Fund ($2.00 and over) are TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Gifts of family 
records, maps, photographs, etc. are most welcome. 

Research Queries: 
Research is handled on a voluntary basis in each branch. Simple queries from members will 
be answered on receipt of a large stamped addressed envelope when membership number 
is quoted. For non-members there is a fee charged. A list of members willing to 
undertake record-searching on a PRIVATE BASIS can be obtained from the Society. The 
SOCIETY TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCH PRIVATE ARRANGEMENTS. 

Advertising: 

Advertising for Tasmanian Ancestry is accepted with pre-payment of $20.00 per quarter 
page in one issue or $50.00 for 4 issues. Further information can be obtained by writing to 
the Journal Co-ordinator at PO Box 60, PROSPECT, Tasmania 7250. 



GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF TASMANIA, INC. 

RULES 

15 FEBRUARY 1992 



l. NAME 
The name of the Society shall be ' 'Genealogical Society of Tasmania, 
Incorporated", hereinafter referred to as the ''Society". 

2. SOCIETY OFFICE 
The Office of the Society shall be at that place where the Pub I ic Officer 
of the Society resides. 

3. INTERPRETATION 
In these Rules, unless a contrary intention appears -

a) "Executive" means the body of members elected to administer the 
affairs of the Society. 

b) "Public Officer" means a person appointed by the Executive to fulfil 
the duties and obligations of the office as set out in the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1964. 

c) "Writing" means all modes of representing or reproducing words in a 
visible form. 

d) "By-Law" means any matter concerning administration of the 
Society that is not covered by or contrary to these Rules. 

4. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
The Aims and Objectives of the Society are to -

a) promote the study and research of the science of Genealogy and 
Family History through education, preservation and transcribing of 
relevant records, and the writing and pub! ishing of appropriate 
literature; 

b) provide, as a public service, reference libraries and associated 
learning opportunities; 

c) and the doing of all such lawful things as are incidental and 
conducive to the attainment of the basic Aims and Objectives of the 
Society. 



5. BRANCHES OF THE SOCIETY 
a) Members wishing to form a Branch shall submit a proposal to the 

Executive in the form agreed by the Executive. 

b) If the Executive has accepted the proposal, the originating member 
or group shall seek approval for the formation of the Branch at the 
next Annual General Meeting. 

c) Each Branch shall be administered in accordance with these Rules, 
by a Committee consisting of President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and no more than seven ( 7) committee members. 

d) Each Branch committee shall be autoncmous and provide for the 
day-to-day management of the Branch and for this purpose, may 
purchase materials, equipment and items fat research using funds 
raised by that Branch or provided by the Executive. 

e) All items purchased as in (d) shall remain the property of the Society 
but shall be housed at the premises provided for that purpose by the 
Branch and shall be controlled by the Branch. 

f) The Executive shall be responsible for recommendihg changes to the 
geographical boundaries of Branches to members at an Annual 
General Meeting for approval. 

6. INCOME AND PROPERTY 
The assets and income of the Society shall be applied solely in 
furtherance of its above mentioned Aims and Objectives and no portion 
shall be distributed directly or indirectly to the members of the Society 
except as bona fide compensation for services rendered or expenses 
incurred on behalf of the Society. 

7. ADMINISTRATION 
a) The affairs of the Society, shall be administered by the Executive in 

accordance with these Rules and associated By-Laws. 

b) The Executive may create, alter, amend, revoke or rescind any By-
law. 

8. EXECUTIVE 
The Executive of the Society shall comprise -

a) the Officers of the Society, 



b) two (2) members from each Branch as elected in accordance with 
Clause 9 (c). 

9. ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
a) The Society Officers shall be elected for a term of one (I) year at the 

Annual General Meeting of financial members in attendance and 
voting and shall hold office commencing from the conclusion of the 
Annual General Meeting at which they were elected until the 
conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting, subject to a time 
limit of six (6) consecutive years. 

b) The Executive may appoint any financial member to fill a casual 
vacancy of any position detailed in Clause 8 (a). 

c) Each Branch shall, at it's Annual General Meeting, elect two (2) 
members to be Branch Delegates, plus one (I) alternate Delegate. 

d) The term of office of a Branch Delegate shall commence from the 
conclusion of the Annual General Meeting of the Society following 
the election by Branch members and shall continue until the 
conclusion of the next Annual General Meeting. 

e) In the event of a casual vacancy of a Branch De legate the Executive 
shall call upon the relevant Branch to fill the vacancy. Should a 
Branch be unable for any reason to fill a casual vacancy, the 
Executive shall do so. 

f) Following their election by a Branch A.G.M. a Branch Delegate will 
not be eligible to nominate as an Officer of the Society for the same 
year as that for which they have been elected as a Branch Delegate. 

10 MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY 
a) Membership shall be open to any person who agrees to abide by 

these Rules and to further the Aims and Objectives of the Society. 

b) All financial members are entitled to vote at any properly constituted 
meeting of the Society. 

c) The Executive shall, subject to the member's right to be heard by it, 
suspend or terminate the membership of any member who fails to 
abide by the agreement in (a). 



d) A member's right of privilege or obligation, because of membership 
of the Society, shall not be transferrable to any other person and any 
such right or obligation shall cease on the cessation of such person's 
membership. 

e) The Society may grant at the Annual General Meeting Life 
Membership, Honorary Life Membership, Fellowship or Certificate 
of Meritorious Service in accordance with the By-Laws of the 
Society. 

11. ENTRANCE FEES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
a) Entrance fees and Subscriptions shall be set by the Executive each 

year. 

b) Entrance fees shall be payable by new members at the same time as 
the first subscription. 

c) Annual subscriptions shall be payable at the start of each financial 
year. 

12. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
a) The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held during the 

month of June each year, on a date to be decided by the Executive. 

b) The business to be transacted at an Annual General Meeting shall be 

* confirmation of the Minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting and of any Special General Meeting held after that 
meeting; 

* receipt of reports from the President and the Treasurer; 

* election of Officers of the Society, and to note the names of 
Branch Delegates to the Executive, and any other appointments; 

* transaction of any business of which due notice has been given. 

13. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
a) The Executive may convene a Special General Meeting in 

accordance with Clause 14. 



b) The Executive shall, on the written requisition of no less than twenty 
(20) financial members, convene a Special General Meeting. 1 f that 
Special General Meeting has not been called within 28 days, the 
requisitioni sts or any one of them, may convene the meeting. 

c) A requisition lodged under (b) shall lapse ifthe meeting has not been 
held within three months after lodgment of the requisiti on. 

d) Any Special General Meeting, convened under (b ), sh al I lapse if at 
the time set for commencement, any five (5) of the requisitionists are 
not present. 

e) No item of business shall be transacted at a Special General Meeting 
other than that for which notice has been g iven. 

14. NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETINGS 
a) Notice of an Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting, 

which shall include detail s of the business to be transacted, shall be 
given to members not later than 21 days before the date set fo r the 
meeting. 

b) Notice of the meeting shall be in the form of one or more of-

* a notice in the Society's journal, Tasmanian Ancestry ; 

* an advertisement in each of the major newspapers published in 
Tasmania; 

* a notice in writing, posted to each financial member of the 
Society. 

15. ADJOURNMENT OF A MEETING 
a) The chairman of any Meeting, at which a quorum is present may, 

with the consent of the meeting, adjourn the meeting from time to 
time and from place to place. 

b) No business shall be transacted at the adjourned meeting other than 
the unfinished business held over from the original meeting. 

c) If the adjournment is for more than fourteen days, noti ce of the 
reconvened meeting shall be given as for the original meeting except 
that notice of the business to be transacted need not be given. 



16. QUORUMS 
a) Business shall not be transacted at the Annual General Meeting or a 

Special General Meeting of the Society unless a quorum of thirty 
(30) members, entitled to vote, is present. 

b) For a Special General Meeting, ift he required quorum is not present 
to allow the meeting to be opened within one hour after the 
appointed time, the meeting shall be abandoned. 

c) In the case of a meeting other than a Special General Meeting if the 
required quorum is not present the meeting shall be deferred by the 
chairman, to the same time on the same day of the next week at a 
place announced at the time of announcing the deferral. 

d) lfa quorum is not present to allow the deferred meeting to be opened 
within half an hour of the appointed time, the meeting shall be 
abandoned. 

e) At Branch Committee Meetings and Executive Meetings of the 
Society a quorum consists of half of the total membership of the 
Committee plus one other, and must include two (2) Office-bearers. 

17. FINANCIAL YEAR 
The financial year of the Society shall begin on the first day of April in 
each year and end on the thirty-first day of March in the next year. 

18. AUDITOR 
a) An Auditor shall be appointed each year, by the Executive, to audit 

the financial affairs of the Society for that year. 

b) The Treasurer of the Society shall deliver to the Auditor the Society's 
books of accounts and financial records, as required by the Auditor, 
and the audited accounts of each Branch, to enable him to report to 
the Annual General Meeting following the end of the financial year. 

c) Members of the Executive or the Public Officer shall not be 
appointed Auditor. 

19. AMENDMENTS TO THESE RULES 
a) Amendments to these Rules shall be made only at an Annual General 

Meeting or a Special General Meeting provided that notice of the 
proposed amendments has been given to members in accordance 

with the relevant Clause. 



b) Amendments to these rules shall only be passed by a majority of not 
less than three-quarters of those members present and entitled to 
vote. 

c) Any member of the Society wishing to amend the Rules shall lodge 
the amendments, in writing, with the Executive for consideration. 

20. DISSOLUTION 
a) The Society may be dissolved, by a resolution of the. majority of 

members attending and entitled to vote, at a Special General Meeting 
convened in accordance with Clause 14. 

b) Any resolution concerning the distribution of assets shall be in 
accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act 1964. 

c) In the event of the Association being dissolved, the amount which 
remains after such dissolution and the satisfaction of all debts and 
liabilities shall be repaid and applied by the Committee in 
accordance with their powers to an organisation which is exempt 
from income tax under Section 23 of the Income Tax Assessment 
Act. 

21. COMMON SEAL 
a) The Common Seal of the Society shall be a rubber stamp inscribed with 

the words "GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA 
INCORPORATED" encircling the word "SEAL". 

b) The Common Seal of the Society shall not be fixed to any document 
except by the authority of the Executive. 

c) Affixing of the Common Seal to a document shall be attested by the 
signature of the Public Officer which shall be proof that the Seal was 
affixed by authority of the Executive. 

d) The Common Seal shall be kept in the custody of the Society's Pub I ic 
Officer. 
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