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From the Editor

Another interesting AGM was held in
Ross on a perfect winter’s day. The sun
was shining, the venue was warm and
there was plenty of food to enjoy. It is
always nice to catch up with friends.

Welcome to our new State Executive
Committee who were elected unopposed
(p. 65). Thanks to Colleen Read for her
commitment over the past six years she
served as State Secretary.

First speaker, Colin Thomas brought
examples of scrimshaw from his personal
collection which were all fascinating,
especially after he described the con-
ditions under which they were produced.
He is a member of the World Scrimshaw
Forensic Group and Chair of the
Tasmanian Chapter of The Australiana
Society, formed in 1978.

With articles on school dentists and eight
female convict poisoners | decided to
start with a light-hearted story submitted
by a new contributor, Paul Stott, on p. 76.
Thank you Paul.

I think you will find plenty to read and
enjoy in this issue and perhaps feel
inspired to submit something for the next
one. Thank you to all who have
contributed.

Next year in June we will producing
Volume 40 of Tasmanian Ancestry and |
have been wondering how we can
celebrate it? Our Ruby Anniversary! Any
ideas?

Rosemary Davidson

Journal address

PO Box 326, Rosny Park, TAS 7018
email editors@tasfhs.org

Articles are welcomed in any format—
handwritten, word processed, on disk or
by email. Please ensure images are of
good quality.

Deadline dates are:
1 January, 1 April, 1 July and 1 October

If you wish to contact the author of an
article in Tasmanian Ancestry please
email the editor, or write care of the
editor, enclosing a stamped envelope and
your correspondence will be forwarded.

The opinions expressed in this journal are
not necessarily those of the journal
committee, nor of the Tasmanian Family
History Society Inc. Responsibility rests
with the author of a submitted article, we
do not intentionally print inaccurate
information. The society cannot vouch
for the accuracy of offers for services or
goods that appear in the journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any
contract entered into with an advertiser.
The editor reserves the right to edit,
abridge or reject material.

© The contents of Tasmanian Ancestry are
subject to the provisions of the Copyright
Act and may not be reproduced without
written permission of the editor and author.

Cover: Examples from Colin Thomas’
scrimshaw collection displayed at the
TFHS Inc. AGM at Ross in June 2018.

Photograph: R Davidson
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2017-18

CCORDING to the Chinese ani-
A mal zodiac, or shengxiao, 2017

was the year of the rooster. But
for the Tasmanian Family History
Society, Inc., it was the year of the DNA!
Having your DNA ‘done’ is easy enough,
even if a little expensive, but interpreting
and using these results is not quite as
straight forward. Many people, both
members and general public, sent off
their sample for analysis and received
back some interesting results, but did not
know where to go from there. Fortunately
a number of our members do know where
to go from there, and have been very
helpful in sharing that knowledge. |
believe our society has built up expertise
and is probably the most knowledgeable
group in Tasmania. We should build on
this, publicise it, and help more people
enter the magic world of family history.

| have read the annual reports from each
branch and am delighted to see what an
active society we are with all branches
functioning well and carrying out many
interesting projects.

One of the highlights of the year was the
production of Betty Jones’ great book,
School Days, School Days. Apart from
the interesting and useful content, all
carefully researched and referenced, |1 am
very pleased to see that it was edited and
printed here in Tasmania. This was a
society project carried out with help from
all branches, but the driving force was the
society publications committee with the
utmost generosity and cooperation of
Betty herself. Despite some initial wor-
ries about costs, etc., it was also success-
ful financially. You have shown that the
society is capable of carrying out a
project like this. A very big thank you to
all concerned.

Of course this was not the only item
produced by the society. Branches have
many great projects underway, and to
illustrate this, here are just a few. Burnie
Branch was given The Advocate archives,
a collection including microfilms, photos,
bound copies of the newspaper, and much
more. Indexing this collection is a major
project. Hobart Branch has seen a virtual
explosion of interest in its DNA group,
and is continuing to index undertakers’
records. Huon Branch produced a calen-
dar featuring pictures relevant to its
district and is already busy organising our
2019 Conference and AGM. Launceston
Branch held a very successful DNA
workshop, continued indexing the J A
Dunn undertakers® records and The
Examiner newspaper. Mersey Branch
purchased the Forth/Leven Parish
Registers which they are busy indexing,
and have had a strong involvement with
U3A. | repeat, these are just examples—
there is much more happening in all
branches.

As in previous years, TFHS continues to
have representation on the Digital
Information Group (DIG), the Austra-
lasian Federation of Family History
Organisations (AFFHO) and the Joint
Tasmanian Archives Consultative Forum
(JTACF). The society is most appre-
ciative of the work done by Maurice
Appleyard as our representative in these
groups. We continue to be a member of
the British based Federation of Family
History Societies (FFHS).

There have been a number of new
members on the society executive
committee and they have already contri-
buted a great deal to our proceedings.
New people bring new ideas which are
very refreshing and prevent us from
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settling into a ‘this is what we’ve always
done—why change it’ approach. | am
very grateful for the support | have
received from the Vice-President Maurice
Appleyard, Secretary Colleen Read,
Treasurer Ross Warren and other mem-
bers of the Executive Committee. We
have had some great meetings at Ross.

Finally, 1 would like to wish all branches
and individual members a productive and
enjoyable time in the next twelve months.

Robert Tanner President <

38" AGM CONFERENCE
AND MEETING REPORT
21 June 2018 Ross

LMOST 60 members and guests
A travelled on a gloriously sunny

day to our 2018 State Confer-
ence and AGM at Ross.

Colin Thomas (top left) kicked off
proceedings with an interesting and
entertaining talk about the short but
intensive bay whaling industry in the
Derwent. He then described how whalers
with time on their hands produced won-
derful scrimshaw and presented a display
of many interesting examples of scrim-
shaw from his personal collection.

Garry Richardson (bottom left) followed
with stories of Chinese migration into
north-eastern Tasmania, based on several
books he has written on the topic.

After lunch Alison Alexander rounded
out proceedings with an outline of the
history of Connorville. An excellent
program.

Following these interesting talks, the
Society’s 38" Annual General Meeting
took place.

After welcoming members and visitors,
the President, Robert, announced the
winner of the Lilian Watson Family
History Award. Entitled Home from War
— Stories from the Newstead War Service
Homes and written by Kim Simpson and
Julieanne Richards—it tells first hand
stories of servicemen who, on returning
from WWI, lived in a cluster of War
Service Homes in David, Abbott and
Malabar streets in Launceston.

The President then announced the winner
of the Best Journal Article Award for
Volume 38 as Roger Jennens for his
article The Case of the Town Clerk Who
Absconded.
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The President, Robert, then read the
Annual Report. See page 63.

The Treasurer, Ross Warren, presented
the audited financial statement. See pages
67-9.

The election of Society Office Bearers
resulted in the following members being
elected unopposed:

President: Maurice Appleyard
Vice-President: Eddy Steenbergen
Secretary: Robert Tanner
Treasurer: Ross Warren

Appointed Positions: Delegates
Burnie: Judith and Peter Cocker;
Alternate: Sue Sutton

Hobart: Louise Rainbow and Colleen
Read; Alternate: Howard Reeves
Huon: John and Libby Gillham;
Alternate: Betty Fletcher
Launceston: Helen Stuart and Robyn
Gibson; Alternate: Lucille Gee
Mersey: Sue-Ellen McCreghan and Gary
Bryant; Alternate: Roslyn Coss
Minute secretary: lan Cooper

Next year’s Conference and AGM are
scheduled for 15 June 2019 in Huonville.
See you there.

The President thanked the caterers for the
excellent refreshments they provided,
thanked all for their attendance and then
closed the meeting.

2017 LILIAN WATSON FAMILY
HISTORY AWARD ENTRIES

OR the 2017 Award there were

seven wonderful entries. As yet only
two entries have been received for the
2018 Award. Please consider entering.

Carey Denholm and Stefan Petrow, Dr
Edward Swarbreck Hall—donated to
Hobart Branch Library

Dr Tom Lewis OAM, Honour Denied:
Teddy Sheean, A Tasmanian Hero—
donated to Hobart Branch Library

Jeanette Angee, Penneys of Waratah—
donated to Burnie Branch Library

Kim Simpson & Julieanne Richards,
Home from War: Stories from the New-
stead War Service Homes, Launceston,
Tasmania Australia—donated to Laun-
ceston Branch Library

Malcolm Ward, Maureen Ferris and Tully
Brookes, Houses and Estates of Old
Glamorgan—donated to Hobart Branch
Library

Michael William Hawkins, The Family of

William John Hawkins—donated to
Hobart Branch Library
Robert (Bob) Chesterman, Smithy,

Sawmiller, Ship Owner: The Story of
Henry Chesterman and the timber
company—donated to Hobart Branch
Library. <

Tasmanian Family History Society Inc.

2018 Lilian Watson Family History Award

for a Book
however produced or published on paper, dealing with family or
biographical history and having significant Tasmanian content

Entries close 1 December 2018
Further information and entry forms available from TFHS Inc. Branch Libraries or
www.tasfhs.org or The Secretary PO Box 326 ROSNY PARK TAS 7018
email: secretary@tasfhs.org
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LILIAN WATSON
FAMILY HISTORY

AWARD
2017 WINNING ENTRY

Kim Simpson and Julieanne Richards,
Home from War: stories from the New-
stead war service homes, Launceston,
Tasmania, Australia, Launceston; Foot
and Playsted, 2015.

T is very difficult being a judge of
I the Lilian Watson Award. All the

entries have their own strong points,
and they tend to be different. This was
particularly true this year. Jeannette
Angee’s The Penneys of Waratah: | liked
the first person format which is lively and
readable, though of course it has to be
thoroughly based on historical research,
as this book is. William John Hawkins by
Mick Hawkins is a wonderful, warm
family history. In his Teddy Sheean, Tom
Lewis does a good job of justifying the
claim that Sheean’s achievements be
better recognised. Houses and Estates of
Glamorgan is outstanding at describing
these places, with wonderful illustrations.

These are all good books, but the judges
decided to award the prize to Home from
War: stories from the Newstead war
service homes, by Kim Simpson and
Julieanne Richards. This book captures
the stories of war veterans and their
families, giving a first-hand account of
their lives. The common theme is the
housing assistance they received from the
commonwealth government after the First
World War in the housing estate at
Newstead in Launceston, one of the
earliest in Australia. It provided veterans
with modest cottages with their own
gardens, in a community of people with a
similar background.

The book is well researched and sym-
pathetic, with much empathy shown
towards veterans in their families, and
evocative images. Many of these people
suffered difficult experiences resulting
from war service: poor health, problems
with employment, lack of money, horrific
memories, difficulty in adapting to home
life and, too often, early death. Many
families did not live in their sparkling
new homes for long as they could not
afford to. However, those who succeeded
seem to have enjoyed life. Children in
particular always had someone to play
with, and the Methodist church was a
meeting place for many.

While not a standard family history, this
book is about families—unusual families
caught up in sometimes difficult circum-
stances. There are chapters explaining the
War Service Homes scheme, early
families, ‘making ends meet’, ‘health’,
‘support networks’ and ‘women and
children’. Then the authors describe the
suburb street by street, describing each
family.

This is an engrossing book and | have
only one suggestion for improvement:
bigger font! The small font makes the
book less inviting to read. <4

Alison Alexander
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TASMANIAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC.

| have audited the accompanying accounts for Tasmanian Family History Society
Incorporated for the year ended 31 March 2018 in accordance with Australian Auditing
Standards.

Included in income were amounts received from memberships,collections, sales, fund-
raising and sundry income. Examination of these income items was limited to a review
of cash transactions and amounts received as recorded by the books and receipting
records of the Society.

Subject to the effect of the above statement on the accompanying accounts | am of the
opinion that:

a) The Society has kept proper accounting records and other books during the period
covered by the accounts.

b) The accompanying accounts are properly drawn up and in accordance with the
Associations Incorporation Act (1964) so as to give a true and fair view of the state
of affairs as at 31 March 2018 and of the results for the period ended on that date

according to the information given to me, the books of the Society and the
explanations given.

c) The accounts are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the
Society's financial position according to the information at my disposal and the
explanations given to me.

d) The rules relating to the administration of the Society's funds have been observed.

e) | have obtained all the information required.

Devonport
20 June 2018

EIL WI
Registered Company Auditor B
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Tasmanian Family History Society Inc.

Statement of Consolidated Cash Flow for the year ended 31 March 2018

Consolidated
Burnie Hobart Huon L'ton Merse; Soclet; Totals
Opening Balance 10,550 12,951 1,475 2,806 6,585 14,486 48,853
Add Receipts
Membership Subscriptions 2,933 14,087 570 4,180 2,395 3222 39,953
Donations 505 1,329 283 559 476 1,404 31
Fund Raising 1,635 487 300 53 1,492 o 3,967
Research o 260 o 1,492 113 o 1,884
Sales 899 5414 0 2,489 1,807 4,565 11,240
Interest 9 10 2 3 0 9 3
Library Revenue 883 1,259 21 308 959 0 3,429
Sundries 2,591 462 20 1211 0 20 3,987
Journal (Tas Ancestry) 1,815 1,915
Total receipts 9,455 23,308 1,196 10,333 7,041 39,135 69,539
Transfers from term loan alc o 0 0 0 o 0 o
Total funds available 20,004 36,258 2,669 13,140 13,626 53,621 118,392
Loss Pavments
Membership Subscriptions 1,215 3,965 235 1,635 933 o o
Insurance o 0 0 o 0 4123 4123
Fund Raising 810 0 0 28 280 0 1,088
Resoarch o 0 0 0 0 0 o
Items for re-sale 622 1,720 0 794 366 0 1,766
Bank Fees o 36 o o o 408 441
Library Payments 5401 6,878 792 4,703 1,212 o 18,986
Sundries 1,097 7,188 0 202 0 3,790 8,927
Joumnal (Tas Ancestry) 18,184 18,184
AssetsiCapital 658 1,268 o 1212 173 0 3311
ation Pay 158 2,248 127 956 4,831 14,840 15,396
Total Payments 9,959 23,300 1,184 9,529 7778 41442 72,233
Transfers to term loan alc 0 0 0 0 0 [ o
Closing Balance $10,045 $12,958 $1,515 $3,610 $5,852 $12,179 $46,160
Term Loans,Float etc $6,172 $16,328 $2,685 $4,757 $13,493 $0 $43,436
Total Cash Reserves $16,218 $29,288 $4,201 $8,368 $19,345 $12,179 $89,595
Value of Assets $85,500 $164,253 $14,.221 $70,500 $36,808 $4,360 $375,640

68

TASMANIAN ANCESTRY September 2018



TASMANIAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT
For the Year Ended 31st March 2018

ABN 87 627 274 157

INCOME

Donations

Collection Branch Membership
Collection Branch Denation
Collection Branch Sales
Journal - Advertising/Sales
Journal - Subscriptions
Membership Subs - Interstate
Membership Subs - Branch

State Sales - Books, CD's, Fiche

State Sales - TAMIOT Sales
AGM Registrations
Interest Received

TOTAL INCOME

LESS EXPENSES INCURRED

573
6,260

1,835
115
1,800
16,269
8,693
4,153

AGM Expenses 750
Audit Fees = 165
Bank Charges 405
Executive Travel 1,050
Filing Fee 61
Combuter Equipment 765
Insurance 4,123
Journal Postage/Printing 19,105
Lilian Watson & other awards 200
Postage, PO Box, Phone, Internet 1,364
Printing and Stationery 2,341
Room Hire/Meetings 413
Subscriptions (AFFHO & FFHS) 240
Tfer collection Branch Sales/Oth 1,979
Tfer collection Branch Membershp 7,860
Tfer collection Branch Donations 1,371

TOTAL EXPENSES INCURRED

DEFICIENCY FOR YEAR

2018 2017

40,970
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BRANCH REPORTS

Burnie

http://www.clients.tas.webnet.com.au/
geneal/burnbranch.htm
President: Peter Cocker (03) 6435 4103
Secretary: Ann Bailey (03) 6431 5058
PO Box 748 Burnie Tasmania 7320
email: petjud@bigpond.com

A . %% | have much pleasure in
“w._g~"3  advising our members

Y g that the branch has been

b * successful in obtaining a

“e % grant from the Burnie

City Council for the

upgrade of electrical items and the instal-

lation of a heat pump. Our thanks to the

Burnie City Council for the help they

provide to local not-for-profit organis-
ations in the municipality.

Following the very successful meeting,
where one of our members shared his
information he gained from his DNA test,
many members have now sent off their
DNA and are starting to get some very
interesting and informative results back.

Our member Bev Vincent gave the meet-
ing a very interesting talk on some of her
life experiences. Her talk titled ‘From a
Farmer’s Daughter to an Undertakers
Wife’. The following meeting Doug For-
rest entertained the meeting with a talk
and slide presentation on the paintings of
his great grandfather, Haughton Forrest.

Our July meeting was the launch of our
new Advocate Index. This publication,
not only has BDM’s, but also news items,
sport articles and details of photographs.
The publication only covers three months
but has over 5000 entries. This will be a
great benefit to researchers that will
enable them to put some meat on the
bones of their family stories.

We are also pleased to announce The
Advocate has now given us the remaining
bound copies of the Advocate. We now
have bound copies from the 1890s
through to the last bound copy, which
was January 2015.

Peter Cocker, President

Two Burnie Branch volunteers,
Edie MacArthur and Jan Cook, looking over
our new publication.

NEW PUBLICATION
BURNIE BRANCH

Index to The Advocate,
People, Places, Photos, Events
and News Items of interest to
Family Researchers
From 1 Oct to 31 Dec 1960

Over 5000 entries

Available from the Burnie Branch
PO Box 748 Burnie, TAS 7320
email: petjud@bigpond.com

ph: 0427 354 103
$25.00 members discount of 10%
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Hobart

http://www.hobart.tasfhs.org
President: Louise Rainbow
email: president@hobart.tasfhs.org
Secretary: Howard Reeves
PO Box 326 Rosny Park Tasmania 7018
email: secretary@hobart.tasfhs.org
All telephone enquiries to (03) 6244 4527

Perhaps on the face of it,
there does not seem to
be much action going on
within the branch, but
'“\%,_Jh % there is always some
forward planning issues
to deal with, ongoing maintenance of
equipment, upgrading of storage space on
the computers, and events to be
organized, not to mention the admini-
stration that goes with it.
Members may have noticed the large
volume of recent acquisitions to the
Library. Amongst these are donations
received from a long time member, Irene
Schaffer, who moved to Queensland in
March and so generously donated to the
branch the copy and printing rights of her
published works. This is a wonderful gift,
and a good description of her generosity
as ‘a gift that keeps on giving.’
In the meantime, the branch has
published its latest edition of Undertakers
Indexes: H C Millington Pty Ltd Funeral
Records Part 9, June 1970-April 1973.

Recently, a branch listing was accepted
on the ‘Discover Tasmania’ website,
under the heading of Heritage and
History. We are hoping that the wider
community will access information about
our services, and make use of what we
have to offer while in Hobart on holidays.

April was a busy month with DNA ses-
sions conducted by Ros Escott and
Andrew Cocker run over two Saturdays.
These introductory sessions attracted 63

participants, and judging by the feedback
the information gained was helpful, and
assisted some to take the leap into DNA
testing, which company to use, and
assisted others to understand more fully
the results of the tests already received.

Hobart Branch conducted their AGM in
April, and welcomed Ros Escott to the
committee. Kaye Bailey, who has carried
out her duties admirably as Newsletter
Editor, has recently relinquished her role.
Judy Crossin has very generously taken
on this position, and as always, we look
forward to reading the monthly news.

Our monthly meetings have continued
over the winter period. We have an early
starting time of 7:30 p.m. and usually
finish about 9:00 p.m. after a cuppa and a
chat. The venue is warm and cosy, and
the topics interesting and expertly
presented by the speakers.

The guest speaker for the April AGM was
Hobart historian Andrea Gerrard present-
ing a talk entitled Moonbird Diggers on
Tasmanian Aborigines in World War 1. In
her initial research Andrea identified 74
aboriginal enlistees and three others have
been added to the list. This talk focused
on nine soldiers from Cape Barren Island.
These men had worked in the mutton bird
season on Furneaux Islands. At the end of
the 1916 season there was little work
available and the prospect of 6/- per day
overseas with the AIF was attractive.
They enlisted between 19 and 27 June at
Claremont, some more easily than others.
A 1903 Act precluded non-European
descent men from enlisting.

The men thought they would be treated
better on their return if they enlisted. De-
mand for soldiers was high and so they
attempted to enlist. One of the nine—
Willard Brown—was discharged when it
was discovered he was only 16 years old;
another, George Ernest Brown, died
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before heading overseas. The remaining
seven were placed in two battalions.
George Fisher eventually returned from
England and was discharged for bad
behaviour; Julian Everett was treated for
TB and eventually discharged; Marcus
Blake Norman Brown, a Cape Barren
Island birder, was taken on strength with
the 40" Battalion and died of wounds
received at Messines; John Fisher died of
wounds received at Passchendaele; and
William Maynard, taken on strength for
only three weeks, was killed in the period
6-10 April 1917 at Bullecourt and no
remains were found. His name appears on
the walls at Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Since this meeting, Andrea has been
awarded a Medal in the General Division
in the Order of Australia in the June 2018
Queen’s Birthday honours list for service
to veterans and their families. Congratu-
lations Andrea!

The guest speaker at the May meeting
was Hobart historian Tony Marshall
speaking on the topic The short and
interesting life of Frances Edward
Douglas Browne (convict and journalist).
Tony explained his interest in the lives of
obscure, eccentric early Tasmanians,
hence his interest in Browne. To quote
Tony:
My study of his life might be of interest
to the Family History Society because of
(1) his extraordinary career (if he can be
said to have had a ‘career’); (2) the range
of sources used to explore his life; and (3)
the gross inaccuracy of some of those
sources which should have been authori-
tative. The thing | know least about,
unfortunately, is his family life, which
appears to have been rackety (to say the
least).

Born in 1795 Browne was a convict—
highly intelligent but evidently mentally
unstable. He committed an extraordinary
crime of fraud by cheque on Ladbrokes in

London and arrived in VDL in 1825.
Both before and after he gained his free-
dom, he worked primarily in Tasmanian
journalism in the 1830s. He also had
claims to a possibly significant scientific
discovery. In the colony he held a variety
of positions including being assigned to
the Surveyor General, part-timer journ-
alist for Andrew Bent of the Colonial
Times which became the Colonial
Advocate—published as a magazine—
when Governor Arthur required that all
newspapers be registered He also was an
agent in the sale of houses and as an
employment officer seeking employment
on behalf of others. He dabbled in naus-
copy— the art of detecting ships on the
horizon at impossible distances—with
some success. He had a reputation for
seeking funding and benefactors to sup-
port his businesses and other activities. In
1844 he sought drugs from a pharmacist
in Hobart. He died in the Hobart Hospital
in 1844 due to the intake of these drugs.

At the June meeting the guest speaker
was Ann Owen, Manager/Registrar of
Birth, Deaths and Marriages in the
Tasmanian Justice Department. Ann pro-
vided an informative and detailed des-
cription of the workings and legal
requirements of this government office,
as well as current and future projects. She
also fielded questions from the floor,
including questions relating to costs of
certificates for family historians!

The office consists of seven employees
and the main portal is through the 26
Service Tasmania offices that account for
75 per cent of requests. Most other
requests come from overseas. The Office
deals with some 60,000 transactions per
year. The Registrar is concerned with
recording/registering life events—births,
deaths, marriages and relationships,
change of sex, and verifying records
through the issuing of certificates.
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Depending on the event, registering
events may involve maternity hospitals,
surrogacy providers, midwives, parents,
doctors, funeral directors, coroners,
ministers of religion, marriage celebrants,
amongst others. In most cases infor-
mation is provided by more than one
person/agency and the role of BDM is to
match/link the related information in one
place in the BDM database. Data is
provided mainly by way of paper, but
electronic transfer is becoming more
common and will become the norm.

With technology, controls on who can
access certificates and information is
more carefully scrutinised and electronic
cross-checking of data means that the
number of requests for checking and
correcting data is increasing—consist-
ency of Ann or Anne on birthday certifi-
cates, passports and other legal docu-
ments. Current projects include the
electronic  scanning of paper-based
documents—most post 1970 records are
fully searchable in electronic form, but
pre-1970s are held in various formats.
Restrictions apply to the access of birth
data (100 years), marriages (75 years) and
deaths (25 years).

Current projects include improving on-
line services (that is, on-line ordering and
registration) and website redevelopment.
The future includes on-line lodgement of
new events and streamlining access to
historical records following digital for-
matting. Future challenges will include
resources and legislation pertaining to
same-sex marriages and registration of
gender rather than sex.

In conclusion, members were invited to
contact Ms Owen with queries and sug-
gestions about BDM services using her
email address ann.own@justice.tas.gov.au

Speakers for 2018
July 17: Christine Woods—The fact and

fiction of our mysterious Mary

August 21: Pat Howard—The first
publicans of Zeehan—pillars of the
community?

September 18: John Sargent—
The O’Mays and their ferry business

October 16: Barry Riseley—The Queen
Victoria Home (Lindisfarne) before 1960

November 20: Graeme Broxam—The
Smarts: Three Generations of Hobart
Watermen 1845-1941

Louise Rainbow, President

Launceston

http://www.launceston.tasfhs.org
President: Helen Stuart (03) 6331 9175
Secretary: Marette Lawson
PO Box 1290 Launceston Tasmania 7250
library: ltntasth@bigpond.com
All telephone enquiries to (03) 6326 1399

¢ % Our DNA Discussion
i  Circles have been occur-

' ring for over 12 months
[ I now, with the most rec-
' ent meeting held in May.
The focus this time was
on sharing success stories from using
DNA to help with our research, with some
very interesting examples shared. Our
next meeting is scheduled for September
at the branch library. Those who may be
interested in attending an ongoing group
can register their interest by coming into
the library or contacting us by email.

A number of members of the Launceston
Branch attended the AGM held at Ross.
Thank you to the organisers for such an
enjoyable and successful event.

In July, Robyn Gibson will speak about
her recent trip to France and Britain at the
branch library. Following Family History
in France & Britain: One Person’s
Perspective is being held on Wednesday
18 July from 2:00 p.m.
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During Family History Month in August
we will hold an Open Day of the library
promoting what we do, specifically
encouraging people to call in and find out
more about using DNA for family history
research. We will also have examples of
‘presenting your research’ on display for
visitors to get an idea of some of the
options available for this.

Following a successful Seniors Week
Open Day in 2017, the Launceston
Branch will be taking part again this year,
with hourly one-on-one appointments
available for Getting Started Researching
your Family History. The Open Day will
be held on Thursday 18 October from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

A reminder to our Launceston Branch that
the Branch Newsletter will now be distrib-
uted electronically, and available to view or
download from our website. Please cont-
act us to ensure your email details are up
to date (if you have been receiving this by
mail). Printed copies are still available for
collection from the library for those with-
out email access.

Check the website for the detailed list of
publications available from Launceston
Branch.

Mersey

http://lwww.tfhsdev.com
President: Roslyn Coss—(03) 6491 1141
Secretary: Sue-Ellen McCreghan
(03) 6428 6328
email: secretary@tfhsdev.com
PO Box 267 Latrobe Tasmania 7307

¥ % New Hours at Mersey
i Branch Library—as
from 1 June the branch is
: [* opening on Wednesday
. 4  and Friday 10:00 am. to

- 3:00 p.m. Appointments

can be made outside these hours. Any

|

enquiries please contact Sue-Ellen at
6428 6328 or Ros 6491 1141.

Branch volunteers were happy to repre-
sent the society at a community inform-
ation session 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, organised by Latrobe Council.

Visitors and organisations from the area
showed keen interest in our display.

‘Putting meat on the bones of your ances-
tor’ was the focus of our display and
featured an English cotton spinner, who
came to Tasmania as a convict and after
serving his time received a Ticket of
Leave. He was a constable with Tasmania
Police until his retirement.

There has been interest flowing on from
this session. General enquiries and new
members have been welcome.

Branch volunteers, Anne, Marilyn and
Peter have finished the Index to The
Advocate Personal Announcements for
2015, 2016 and 2017 index is being
checked.

The indexing of the Ulverstone/Forth
Parish registers is well under way. These
will be available at the Library as well as
a copy of the original record. Dates for
these entries will be in a following
Tasmanian Ancestry.

Winter is here, no need to hibernate,
come exercise your brain in a warm,
comfortable environment in Latrobe, at
the Mersey Branch Library, Gilbert Street
at the back of LINC Library.

Library phone 6426 2257 Wednesday and
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Huon

President: Shirley Fletcher (03) 6264 1546
Secretary: Libby Gillham (03) 6239 6529
PO Box 117 Huonville Tasmania 7109
email: vsbtas@bigpond.com

No report received
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VALE

JOHN JAMES MEEHAN
13 July 1938 - 14 February 2018

E are saddened to hear of the

passing of our member John
Meehan in Melbourne. John was winner
of the 1997 Lillian Watson Family
History Award with his book From Shere
to Eternity. A history of the Moody
Family in Van Diemen’s Land.

Just a short time before his death John
had updated this family history with some
colour photos, improved maps, and an
updated index. The updated version is
only available as a data file.

John received an Order of Australia
Medal in the 2012 Queen’s Birthday
Awards for his services to the community
through a range of roles with Rotary
International. He lived with his wife
Lorraine, also an OAM recipient at the
seaside town of Mt Martha on the
Mornington Peninsular. He continued his
interest in Rotary, had joined Probus,
enjoyed his garden, travel and of course
family history research.

His Memorial Service was attended by
about 300 people, family, friends, and
representatives from the organizations in
which he was involved. <

BOOK LAUNCH

JOE DARLING CBE, MLC
1870-1946
Forthcoming publication
and book launch

Graeme Ryan’s book about
Joe Darling CBE, MLC (1870-1946) will
be launched in Hobart in October.

Joe Darling was the last surviving
member of the Australian Cricket XI
which toured England in 1896.

He captained the Australian team while
living in Tasmania. He owned
Claremont House and was an

independent member of the Legislative

Council representing Cambridge from
1921-1946.

If you would like to attend
the book launch, please contact
Dianne Snowden at
dsnowden@tassie.net.au
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LOCATE YOUR CONVICT ANCESTORS
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH—OFF THE TRACK
© Paul E Stott (Member No. 5686)

was first attracted to the story of a

Scotsman named David HOWIE
who, as a convicted prisoner, was
transported to Tasmania in 1837. This
piece of fiction, with a Dickensian
flavour, is a digression from a world of
non-fiction research in which we family
researchers can become obsessed. My
intention is for it to be a topic for
discussion without too much seriousness.

I T is now over twenty years since |

On a bus trip recently, with some old
army mates, we stopped off at the annual
St Patrick’s Day Fair in Westbury. The
sun was high in a clear sky when we
arrived, and it was scorching hot so with
a Guinness or two under my belt |
wandered off amongst the crowd!

The small country town of Westbury, in
northern Tasmania, was settled by Irish
immigrants and in 1853 some of the
locals harboured the Irish political
prisoner John MITCHELL as he made his
audacious escape from this British penal
colony. Today the locals still love to tell
tales of their ancestors, with a sense of
pride.

To be sure, to be sure then, there is every
good reason to celebrate St Patrick’s Day
here each year with three days of music,
dancing and entertainment on the village
green. During the carnival the air comes
alive with loud Celtic music from singers
and their accompanying bands, volume
turned to MAX competing with huffing
and puffing bagpipers across the green.
From sideshow-alley-styled tents, hawk-
ers sold their many varied wares. Sweet

peas (must be planted on St Patrick’s
Day), spring bulbs, family history
information, homemade and used
clothing, food, drinks and of course more
food and more drinks.

“Beer?”

“Across the road mate. In the RSL,”
somebody yelled to a panting punter.

Chips, baked potatoes, chips, coke, dim
sims, chips, pies and more chips. It seems
as though a full stomach was necessary to
lull spectators into a dreamlike state from
which they could enjoy and savour all
things Irish.

I leaned against a tree to watch Maypole
dancers wind their orange, white and
green ribbons tightly around a pole, about
face and 